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1 critiques 

 

The Critique for Agnijaat Poush, 1423: 

By Troy David Loy @ http://troythulu.net 
 

Kartikpuja: 

An interesting bit of trickery this, and to hear it said, annoying! Good thing 

that there exist countermeasures for the mischievous-minded who try to pull 

this on someone! 

 

Vedic Era Women: 

The historical status of women on the Indian subcontinent is a continued 

interest of mine, and here status during the early history of Northern India is 

discussed. History is contingent, and someday perhaps the social pendulum 

will swing the other way, with more status accruing to the feminine gender 

than is usually the case today. 

 

Hotmail is becoming nightmare: 

It's been a while since I've used hotmail myself, but here the authoress brings 

out recent issues experienced with the service, such as that often is! 

 

Indian Muslims: 

I'd not known much of the practice of Islam among Indians, save a few details. 

But here are I think good reasons to not paint them in excessively large 

brushstrokes as though a monolithic group. 

 

Don't fall in love with a dreamer: 

Hear, hear! In a world where success comes from action taken, reality is 

indeed like a woman spurned...vengeful and ready to strike those who ignore 

or dismiss her! 

 

Bhaktivad or Bhakti movement: 

Fascinating how religious movements often influence each other, as here in 
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the adaptation of Hinduism, and the blending of ideas of Sufi Islam with what 

became Bhakti Hinduism. I'm reminded of the late George Harrison formerly 

of the Beatles and his devotion to Lord Krishna. 

 

The Child of Woods: 

Very cool story, of a woman desperate for a child who gains the favor of 

faeries for a good turn given a child and mother of their own. 

 

It's my life!: 

A romance complex from the very beginning, that has a very nice resolution. It 

shows that even the most disheartening events can lead to good things. 

 

Christmas: 

Prior to this year, I'd not known much of the celebration of Christmas in India, 

save among Christians. As it turns out, I was quite wrong, as non-Christians 

enjoy it as well.Another gap in my knowledge filled! 

 

Verses: 

Here are a few verses seen before and after revision, 'Shattered vine,' 'My 

songbird,' 'Hope,' and 'Unite.' This shows the value of taking a step back and 

looking carefully to make one's writing even better. It's worth considering in 

my own work as well. Valid critique does you a favor! 

Shots from Kolkata Agrahayan: 

Unfortunate that this is going away, but understood as to why. One must make 

do with what one can. There are some good shots here, even given the new 

camera! 

 

Your humble critic awaits the Magh 1423 issue of Agnijaat! Thanks much to 

the authoress for her works and words, as there is much to inspire! 

 
The Critique of Agnishatdal Poush, 1423: 
By Troy David Loy @ http://troythulu.net 
 
Rani Laxmibai: 
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Here was a patriot of India, whose struggle for freedom from British rule 
against overwhelming odds, even in defeat, showed her mettle as a ruler and 
military leader par excellence. 
 
Suchitra Mitra: 
As an iconic singer of poetic works, it would have been lovely to hear her voice 
bring forth the harmonies it undoubtably did. She deserves to be remembered 
by students of music as well as those of history. 
 
Identity: 
Swati offers a good take on what makes us who we are, and the queries we ask 
of that. 
 
'Who am I?,' is something we all ask, yet not fully answered by even our best 
philosophical enquiry. 
 
The cook is a spy. An African Childhood: 
What happens when living in a nation torn by revolution and suspicion of 
outsiders? Here is an answer to what can happen when the social order is 
turned on its head by violent upheaval. 
 
Stone Ventricles: 
Freya offers a good set of verse, which I must admit touched more than a few 
neuronal clusters in the grey matter with both form and meaning. 
 
Student is the Teacher: 
Dom's piece shows an uncommon understanding of human nature, and its 
place in a student-teacher relation, in which, to take a page from science 
communicator Bill Nye, "Everyone you will ever meet knows something that 
you don't." 
 
Treats of D Month: 
The interviews with both Melinda Kucsera and Loel Sreejib were both 
fascinating, as were the discussions of their books, Curse Breaker and Aqson. 
Miss Basu's review of the latter raised my interest in reading it, not only as a 
work of fantasy, but a fictional reflection of politics. 
 
Creator's Quill: 
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Miss Basu's story The Skeleton, a tale of supernatural time-travel and 
skullduggery, and her short verses Ajo Phote and Sone de, completed this 
section, and once more I find myself admiring her ability to play with words 
so well in three languages. 
 
Miss Jain's and Aayush's verse pieces were excellent, takes on different 
aspects of love demanding both delicate wordplay and subtle command of 
imagery therein. 
 
India (and Bengal) This Month: 
Very cool that there are two celebrations this month, both for Christmas and 
the month's end festival leading into next year! Interesting the way both are 
held, the former very different from Christmas here in the US! 
 
Indus Valley cities: 
Some interesting proposals on what happened to this early society. I too think 
it implausible that it fell to Aryan settlers, as that would require the 
civilizations be close contemporaries which doesn't seem to have been the 
case. I'd add to this the possibility that some of the Indus Valley civilization 
may have relocated to Southern India as the forebears of the Dravidians, 
which could explain in part the differences between Indo- Aryan and 
Dravidian languages and cultures prior to the first contact between them. 
 
I await the Magh 1423 issue with eager anticipation! My thanks to the creator 
and her stellar contributors to this ezine! 
 

Troy David Loy critiques Agnijaat Magh 1423: 

 

Agnijaat Magh 1423 Critique by Troy David Loy @ http://troythulu.net 
 
Indian Raga Now: 
An excellent piece on Indian actors, and the sorts of films featuring the most 
dedicated performing artists at their best! I'll enjoy this feature! 
 
Career first: 
Here is advice on considering the options of career or marriage first for 
women eligible for both. 
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Other side of the **** world: 
The recent demonetization of currency in India has had unforeseen 
consequences, as with any major, sudden shift in government policy. Here are 
a few unpleasant things implied by the change. 
 
Caste System: 
Perhaps a good idea in its time, this way of organizing Indian society has fallen 
out of favor with many though still in use, and both for some good reasons as 
given. 
 
Nature @Kolkata in Magh: 
The onset of winter can be uncomfortable or downright inconvenient 
depending on one's place of residence. Here is how that is in Kolkata. 
 
There are excuses, there are clumsy excuses and there are evil excuses: 
We all make excuses, whether to ourselves or others. Here are the things to 
look out for in the excuses of those who do NOT have others' best interests in 
mind! 
 
TEACHINGS OF BHAKTI SAINTS - Glimpses of Indian History: 
The prevalence of ritual in religions can calcify them, as well as affirm 
traditions in positive ways. Here are a few things about worship practices that 
defy our simplistic attempts to categorize the divine. 
 
The stories this issue were fun. 'The princess,' 'The cheat,' 'Bold one' and 
'Idler' all stood out as noteworthy and interesting. A wide selection of tales 
from the authoress's quill! 
 
From the Old Notebook: 
Here are given four of the authoress's early works of verse: 'Tiny Hands,' 'A 
brook,' 'A flower,' and 'a prayer.' I found these a fascinating look into Miss 
Sharmishtha's evolution as a writer and poetess. 
 
Here's looking forward to Agnijaat's Falgun issue! 
 

Agnishatdal Magh Critique by Troy David Loy  
 
Swami Vivekananda: 
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Here is a take on the life of a great man, as one who brought Indian spiritual 
thought to Western audiences who sought something...different to the usual 
run of Eurocentric religious and theological philosophies. No matter your 
thoughts as to the doctrines of East or West, his was quite the 
accomplishment, and Western culture is all the richer for it! 
 
Mohammad Rafi: 
I've not until this reading known of this celebrated singer, and hats off to the 
authoress for writing on him. But given the impression he's made on his 
audiences, I've no doubt as to the richness and quality of his performances. 
 
Naya Saal - New Year: 
Aayush offers here a nice bit of verse for the recently begun trip of spaceship 
Earth about its sun, with the urgency of what time remains for its completion. 
Khamoshi - silence: 
 
Harshita's poem sparked a few thoughts during reading it on the value of 
quiet and its role in shaping our experience whatever we may think of it, 
however it seems. Silence can indeed be golden, and full of sound of you listen. 
 
Groom on Sale: 
Sakhi reflects on the practice of dowry, its origin, and its many faults despite 
the original intent of the custom. Her suggestions for those who wish to reject 
being implicated in this practice are, in my estimation, sound and good advice. 
 
Birds of the World Reflection: 
Carolyn writes on an insight into the nature of humanity and paints a grim 
picture of this nature's failings toward those you strive to surpass it. 
 
Metamorphosis: 
Swati here gives a verse on growth and change, for different domains of 
nature, all bound by this common thread. Her style here is envied by this critic 
for its skill in execution. 
 
A Tale Of Two Gurus: 
Raghunandan relates the tale of a Raja and his humbling in seeking audience 
with a guru from the clever thinking and words of a seeming passerby, a 
fellow who despite his apparent low-born status is quite astute. 
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Treats of the Month 
 
What to look for When Self-Editing your Manuscript: 
Toni gives good advice for those of us without the option to afford a third-
party editor, and this will do in a pinch when time and money are both in 
short supply. Well-put, I think. 
 
A quick shoutout to Sakhi Bansal, BTW, and happy birthday wishes from this 
critic! The interviews this month, of Raghunandan and Charles, and Sharad, 
were all of note, and show that even the most unassuming and unaffected 
people have lives of great interest to be known. 
 
Five dazzling stars of Hindi Art Films: 
This piece, in the lives of fine actors, show that one does not need to sell 
oneself out as a performer to succeed! I must seek out their respective films 
online for my own viewing. 
 
Magh Recipe: 
Excellent! This new section will be a wonderful way to familiarize those of us 
who love Indian and Bengali cuisine with the steps taken to prepare it, and 
prepare it well! Like the previous, a wonderful addition to this eZine! Yum! 
 
Charons review: 
Vishal offers a good take on one of the authoress's grittier fictionalized 
accounts of life as a woman in India. 
 
Creator's Quill: 
A rainy Story - from 'The bridge of her dreams:' A short fiction piece about the 
experience of a traveller late at night and his encounter with...something 
strange. I like how this one turned out! 
 
'Kadamba Kusum' & 'Jo baat sulajhna na jaane:' 
Two poems, the one in Bangla, the other in Hindi, are of particular interest and 
both get high marks from this critic. 
 
India This Month - Magh 1423 
As the festival of the Goddess Saraswati, this month's Puja is of great 
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importance to those in scholarship and the arts.This is a Goddess of whom I 
fully grasp the deep respect and admiration for by students and creators of 
beautiful works. A shoutout as well, to the authoress's brother...Happy 
birthday, Shaunak! 
 
Pieces of Past: Aryan entering India: 
A good piece on the mysterious Aryan civilization and thoughts on the 
subcontinent's Dravidian people  and the two sorts of Hinduism of Northern 
and South India prior to Mughal unification. 
 
That's it for this month, with Agnishatdal for Falgun now in my sights! 
 

Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnijaat Falgun 1423 

 

Agnijaat Falgun Critique by Troy David Loy 
https://troythulu.net 
 
Indian Raga NOW: 
With actors Ranveer Kapoor and Hrithik Roshan and singer Himesh 
Reshammiya, this month's media stars will prove fun to watch and listen to 
online. Over the past few years I've been honing my taste in Indian movies and 
music. The talents of these three will be a good addition to that. 
 
As men wish...; 
The treatment of women in India has often involved being controlled, 
including the shameful practice of marrying them to foreign enemies, and 
forcing their adherence to alien customs that affront their dignity. 
 
Invasion in bedrooms? 
Hmmm. Police using drones? When usable in the context of peeping into 
peoples' windows and spying on them, this brings privacy violations to a new 
level, a dangerous one, in my view. It smacks of totalitarianism no matter the 
state. 
 

https://troythulu.net/
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There are harmless lies and there are sinister, evil lies: 
Humans are both moral angels and devils in one, at least in principle, and in 
some of us, the moral devil wins out. Here is a warning of what happens in the 
wake of corrupt governance and its effect on people. 
 
BHAKTI SAINTS: Ramanuja - Glimpses of Indian History: 
An excellent look into a prominent figure of Medieval Indian sainthood, whose 
teachings have with little doubt had a far-reaching influence. 
 
Story Time: 
Two features this time: A Love Story and The Protest: both of these were good 
reads, taking unexpected directions as they played out. 
 
Holi: 
As a spring festival, this is perhaps one of the most delightful, and one of my 
favorite Indian holidays. It is shameful that nothing of its like exists in my 
country! 
 
Verses: 
Of these, the following really stood out for me: A flower, Your eyes, A harbour, 
A rose, Stay, and Sita. I wish the doggerel I wrote back in 2006 was even half 
as good as these! 
 
Few cartoons for you: 
These were fun! My favorite was 'I want to eat the world,' which reminds me 
of a terrifyingly powerful politician with tiny hands and a thin skin. 
 

 

Agnishatdal Falgun Issue by Troy David Loy: 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnishatdal Falgun Critique 
Swami Dayanand Saraswati: 
An interesting figure, whose work in transforming Indian society deserves 
wider attention. His unsolved death under suspicious circumstances may one 
day be explained, unfortunately in a historical rather than criminal legal 
context now that all guilty parties are long gone by now! 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Shivaji: 
This leader of the Marathas was brilliant, in my estimation, and a worthy 
opponent of the Mughals, who kept them at arm's length with his battle 
prowess. What would India be like today if one of his calibre were still 
around? 
 
Barsaat aur Tum ~ You and rain: 
Aayush's poem struck a few chords, in this heartfelt celebration of human 
vulnerability in love. And it is no crime to be in that condition, I think. 
 
Pal ~ Moments: 
Harshita offers a verse on the passage of time and the futility of wanting 
what's done to return once it's done and gone forever. Each instant is unique, 
and will not come again, literally lost in time. 
 
Gift of Life: 
Sakhi gives a good argument, I think a sound one, for becoming an organ 
donor. I'll have to ask my own doctor about the viability of that at my age. It 
would be great to do some genuine good even after my own demise! 
 
Observation: 
Swati discusses the act and value of close observation of even the most 
seemingly ordinary things, and how that is good food for our senses of awe 
and wonder. Nothing is 'merely' anything, no matter how seemingly prosaic at 
first glance. 
 
A Tale from a Mango Tree: 
Raghunandan relates a whimsical story of a hungry Kaga needing help in 
bagging a meal. I was amused by its resolution, and the explanation of same at 
the end. 
 
Treats of the Month: 
There's a lot going on this month! 
First: Happy Birthday, Carolyn Page! 
What to look for When self-Editing your manuscript Part 2: more useful tips 
for self-done work on one's manuscript short of a professional, and a yet 
further step to becoming one! 
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Sakhi's and Dayton's interviews were windows into the writing of two very 
gifted individuals who in my view both deserve wide notice in writer's circles. 
 
Spotlight: 
Amjad Ali Khan and Sons: Excellent! The three musicians here have produced 
some fantastic pieces, and this already has me listening to their instrumentals 
on YouTube. I've found this link a beginning listen to the Master's own work: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=3utGH37HzCk 
 
2x2 cute couples: 
Yay! Movies to check out! The acting partners here were previously 
unfamiliar--shame, shame on me! So I'm now looking at their movies online. 
I'll share here the link to Chhoti Si Baat, with two of this month's actors, Amol 
Palekar and Vidya Sinha: https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjWvii4nY54 
 
Falgun Recipe: Gujhia: 
This month's recipe seems a temptation to the tastebuds, out of Uttar Pradesh! 
It will be a challenge to try making, but worth it. I've found a few Indian 
groceries in my area, and should have little trouble getting the ingredients! 
 
Creator's Quill: 
Some interesting things this month from the authoress! 
The Charons: a piece from the story that made me a writer: Here's an excerpt 
from chapter 5 of the authoress's book, which impels me to read the whole 
again, from cover to cover. 
 
Bengal this Month: It's love that takes the stage this month, with Valentine's 
Day, Holi, and Shivratri three big celebrations for the romantic! 
 
Pieces of Past: Vedic Era: 
A good discussion on the importance of the Vedic scriptures on Indian 
thinking and the subcontinent's major ruling powers throughout history. 
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Two 

 

 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1423 

 Critique by Troy David Loy (https://troythulu.net) 

Indian Raga Now: 

Manoj Bajpayee, Rahul Bose, Pooja Bhatt, three of the more fortunate actors 

where roles played are concerned. I must see their movies! 

Spotlight on Milind Tulankar: 

I'm listening to Tulankar's online performances, as I write this. I must say, as 

instrumental music, they're brilliant. Jaltarang is not an instrument I'm used 

to hearing, but I like these even from the first listen. I've found a link to a 

playlist of his music here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsOcNpH_Ad4&index=2&list=RD2Z7Ph

0agRp0 

Chandbibi: 
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A woman who stood up to the might of the Mughal empire, and successfully at 

that, until her death during a siege in 1599. I doff my hat to her! 

Demonic? 

There are strange ways available for espionage and unethical surveillance, by 

the most simple means, even by teenagers, much less more experienced 

hackers. Things like this will keep a person up at night, especially with the 

computer running the whole time, like mine when rendering large fractals! 

Pain is their cocaine: 

This is a commentary on the contagiousness of gloominess, in both demeanor 

and worldview when morose people try to live it! 

Bhakti Saints: Nimbaraka 

Here is a man who had some fascinating ideas. Theologically there were his 

five methods of salvation, and philosophically there was his concept of 

Bhedabheda, which bears a closer look. 

A New Dawn: 

An upcoming book by the authoress, here is the tale of the family life of Ronit 

and Raina Rai, and their daughter Chaiti. There are ups and downs 

throughout, including the early days of Ronit and Raina's marriage. Here and 

there there is tragedy, as with the accident that kills Asim and maims his 

widow Preeti. Preeti plays a substantial role in the story as it progresses, 

though I'm uncertain as to her relation to Ronit and Raina. Still, this bears a 

good read when it comes out! 

Soul Devourers: 

Introduced in the Agrahayan issue of Agnijaat, this is a story of fearsome 

events and sinister cults. The hairs on the back of my neck stood up when 

reading this excerpt. Here is an account of a young woman's encounter with 

terrifying forces and her attempts to survive with her mind and soul intact. 

The College Trip: 

I love a good vampire story, and having read the novelization of the movie Life 

Force, I prefer this 

one, more supernaturally based, with a sort of creepy psychic parasite who 

latches onto a young student named Prema. 

Basantipuja: 



17  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2017 

 

Interesting, this celebration. Hindu festivals fascinate me, with the colorful 

and personable Gods they honor, the stories behind them (We humans are 

story-telling beings, after all!), the fun to be had, and the spirit of community 

in organizing and attending these events. 

Verses: 

Good poems this month, with my favorites being Distant Star and Lost 

treasure. The cadence for all of these is quite evocative. 

Few cartoons for you: Chameleons: 

These are fun! I love the tricky chameleons here, and their clever means of 

bagging a meal of gullible butterflies. 

 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1423 Critique by Troy David Loy 

(https://troythulu.net) 

Jijabai, Shivaji's Mother: 

Behind every great man, there is always a woman. So far, I know of no one 

who came into the world without a mother to make it possible, and Shivaji 

was no exception. This woman of prowess and martial skill evidently raised 

her son as befits the strategist and tactician he was to become later in life. Her 

fortitude was, in my view, outstanding! 

Ghulam Ali: 

Here is another great performer whose works to collect. I'm listening to his 

music on the very night I'm writing this, and he's quite the singer! The man 

has an unmistakable and unforgettable voice. Here's a link to nearly 2 1/2 

hours of his songs:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3_CkTWf5HE 

Nostalgia: 

Aayush relates a brief story of two young people missing...something in their 

relationship. Now is indeed the moment life is free, even when we ourselves 

are not! 

Red Heels: 

Breiuc relates a humorous tale of dressing to kill, or to be killed once you read 

to the end. It's short, but funny. 

Eleanor Leonne Bennet and Juliette Roques: 
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Sometimes email says it all, as much as a full bio, and here these ladies 

introduce themselves through their writing and work. So, I'll take this 

opportunity to welcome both to this eZine! Greetings! 

What Will the New, Look Like? 

Carolyn shows us an optimistic future, an outcome of human endeavor to 

which could just be, even if the present looks dark indeed where world affairs 

seem concerned. 

Worth hoping for, though work is sorely needed to make it happen! 

The Big Game: 

As Swati here points out, life is indeed a game, and rigged or not, is best 

played with skill and wisdom, and with a great quote at the end! 

Wichita lineman: 

Dom gives a brief but heartfelt verse, what many feel but often miss the words 

to say. 

David Stewart's interview was interesting, especially given that he's a GURPS 

player as well as a writer and teacher! 

Help Make Reading More Diverse and Enjoyable: 

Good advice on self-publishing! Independent writers have a lot of power, if 

only they put it to use. 

Sanjeev Kumar: 

With little doubt a fantastic and gifted actor, it's tragic that he died so soon. 

I've seen one of the films he starred in this afternoon, Shatranj Ke Khiladi: 

Here's the link I viewed from: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Zvc_yJY4ZQ 

Chaitra Recipe: Gajar Ka Halwa: 

Mmmm. Yummy sweets! And best of all, a sweet that takes well to 

refrigeration. This month's recipe will be a tasty thing to keep me going on 

long nights! 

The Red Butterfly: 

Miss Sharmishtha's upcoming book tells the story of a young woman, Tiasa, in 

line for the throne of a small kingdom, ruled by her grandmother, who 

encounters great dangers in her future domain. I'll have to keep a lookout for 

this when it's published! 
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Shranbaner dhara, and Maab Ehsaan: 

Two verses for this issue from the authoress herself, both enjoyable, and both 

good for practice reading in the respective vernaculars. 

Bengal This Month: 

So two pujas for this month, and widely celebrated in throughout rural 

Bengal! American festivals seem dull by contrast, and far too city-bound. 

Post Vedic Era: 

An age of fundamentalist fervor, this period was not a kind one to the 

disadvantaged by birth, wealth. or circumstance. A dangerous time to live 

indeed! 

 

 

 
 

Agnijaat Boisakh 1424  

Review by Troy David Loy https://troythulu.net/ 

Indian Raga Now: 

Irrfan Khan and Nawazuddin Siddiqui... here are two actors worth watching. 

https://troythulu.net/
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The four others noted are more established, but worth checking out just the 

same! Good stuff, as I've seen some of their movies on YouTube. 

Spotlight On Shivkumar Sharma: 

This is...cool! I'm listening to recordings of his as I write this. His santoor 

playing is absolutely marvelous! I must also check out his partner's music! I'll 

make that tonight while writing. 

Nurjahan: 

This woman, who reined in, possibly being one of the factors the brought 

about the end of the Mughal empire. What a remarkable human being! 

Other side of the **** world: 

Bloodhounds: Privacy is a big issue in today's Internet, and so is the 

intrusiveness of editing programs. Some good warnings of what to expect 

when interacting online. 

Caste System 4: 

Offering government stipends to the socio-economically disadvantaged 

sounds like a good idea, along with better educational opportunities without 

quotas. This I think is worth considering, at least trying out to see if it works, 

though my hopes aren't high that it will be implemented! 

Nature @Kolkata in Biosakh: 

From dangerous storms to sweltering heat, summer is NOT a good season 

there, even dangerous without air conditioning or a sturdy constitution. 

Clear your attic: 

An uncluttered, clear, and healthy mind is a good one, and much more useful 

than when it's filled with detritus. Maintain it well, and it will serve you well. 

Bhakti Saints: Madhavacharya: 

born in medieval India during the 13th century, this man had some interesting 

views on the nature of souls and God. I'll have to pour through my podcasts on 

Indian philosophy to get a more thorough look at them. 

Story Time: 

Unique rebellion: 

This is a fun one that I'll enjoy reading in its entirety. Humorous, with 

commentary of human exploitation of our own private moments on film! 

Jewels of Madhulipi: 
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A really cool ghost story, with a surprisingly happy ending! excellent! 

Nabobarsho:  

With the onset of the new year in Bengal, there is much to celebrate and many 

ways for celebration. Much more colorful and interesting than New Year's Day 

in the West! 

Let us begin: 

I loved the images and verse of this section! Among my favorites are One, 

Three, Four, Six, while the image for Two, the story from Five and the 

narrative from Seven: 'To stay or to leave' stood out as well. I love it when an 

artist evolves her craft! 

Thus Spake Hypocritananda: 

Good commentary in verse form! 

 

I look forward to the Jyeshtha issue of Agnijaat! 
 
Troy David Loy 
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnishatdal Boisakh 1424 Review by Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net/, 

 

Rabindrajayanti 9.5.17: 

So, the 9th of May (Indian date) is the iconic polymath's birthday! I have a few 

Ingreji translations of his works, and know of his famous meeting with 

Einstein when the two discussed science, philosophy and spirituality, a true 

meeting of minds! May the great scholar remain always in the hearts and 

minds of those around the world as a tribute to humanity! 

Jamini Roy: 

Now here was a painter of some note. His innovations on traditional art styles 

make his work especially interesting! 

Budapest Missives: 

Juliette here gives an account of her youth in Hungary. How fascinating to 

those of us unlucky enough never to leave their country of origin, at least in 

their early years! 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=Z9SQXHR9LXA4&R=33BX9A7EEZFRX&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fauthor%2Ftroyloy%3Fref_%3Dpe_1724030_132998060&A=MQDIOO8EGVPUIMBMNZALSJKVBTAA&H=BORAPEX6AYIVIIEEALI6UYIOSDOA&ref_=pe_1724030_132998060
https://troythulu.net/
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Dear Zindagi: 

Sweta writes a letter of thanks and appreciation for the meaningful things in 

life, that made and make it worth living indeed for her. 

I Am Watching. I Am Citizen Null: 

Our new arrival, Citizen Null, offers a stern commentary on the state of his 

country. I'm interested to see what more he has to say. 

Red Heels Pt. 2: 

Brieue continues from last issue with this narrative tour of the bright side of 

life in smalltown America from a shoe aficionado. 

Haunting:  

A notably interesting image and missive by Eleanor Leonne Bennett –

fascinating work! 

Cultivation: 

Excellent food for thought by Swati on the power of thoughts over 

perceptions, selfperceptions, and suffering. 

Praise: 

Wendell offers a paean to devotion. Good use of form. Excellent phrasing, and 

without use of rhyme; that would have hindered the message. 

Tenali Raman And The Vidooshak: 

Raghunandan tells the story of a plot to bring down a wise man using a king's 

court jester. I love that Raman so easily bested them despite being forced by 

circumstances to play along! 

Lost outside looking in: 

Dom offers some brief but poignant verse. 

Treats of the Month: 

The Rainbow Horizon - Karen S. Cole: 

Here, Karen talks about her book, with an interesting cast of characters and 

lots of satire. 

Hemdiva Dev's interview was illuminating, showing her talent for prolific 

storytelling. Her energy for writing is to be admired! 

KJ. Yesudas: The Celestial Singer: 

A remarkable voice this man has! I'm listening to one of his songs as I write 

this. I could never match this level of vocal skill! 
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This month's recipe should be a quick preparation once I can get the 

ingredients. I have a friend who knows how to make it, has made it, and has all 

of the needed spices to boot! This will be tasty! 

Creator's Quill: 

The rookie:  

A cute story about a young spider learning the ropes to proper spiderin'. 

Thus Spake Hypocritananda:  

An enjoyable new installment. Especially so, as the worst evils often get free 

rein, not by the actions of evil people, but by the silence of good ones! 

India This Month – Biosakh 1424 

And so, the new year begins! May it be better than the last (and fewer good 

people die, too)! With both poila boisakh and Rabindrajayanti to celebrate this 

month, Bongs have much to keep busy! With Buddhapurnima falling 

afterwards, and then...May Day 

followed by the hot, sweltering doomy doom of summer! 

Pieces of Past: Gautam Buddha: 

The life of the founder of Buddhism, both in history and shrouded by legend, 

happened in an interesting time, when new movements and philosophical 

awakenings were going on around the world. It's no surprise to me that many 

of Buddhism's mindfulness 

techniques are used today, and adapted for modern life. 

That's it for now! I await the Jyeshtha issue! 

 

Agnijaat Jyeshtha 1424: 
 

By Troy David Loy https://troythulu.net 

Indian Raga Now: Hindi vs Bengali: some thoughts on movie genres and the 

film industries they come from. A fascinating take! 

 

Spotlight on Hariprasad Chaurasia: an amazing flute player, this man is. I've 

found some of his music here: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=5wjJ3hpVO0k&list=RD5wjJ3hpVO0k#t=26 
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Marry or NOT: Some thoughts here on the dark side of marriage in 

India...brrrrr! 

 

Caste System 5: a social system being gamed by politicians for their own 

purposes, in using scheduled castes for their (ethically) dirty work. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Jyeshtha: This could be a fun month, if you're a son-in-law 

or you like mangoes and watermelons, though for my purposes I prefer 

icecream as mangoes aren't cheap in my locale! 

 

BHAKTI SAINTS: Vallabhacharya: a proponent of a non-dualistic Bhaktivad, 

living from the 15th to 16th centuries, he held philosophical views worth a 

closer look and further examination. 

 

Story Time – Cirruska and the little girl, Breaking free: two cute stories from a 

pair of tobe- rereleased books, Child of woods and  

Tell me a story  

The verses this month were fun, but Five was a short story that stuck out as 

especially amusing in content, but deeper in the question it raised: how do we 

really know when we are awake and when we dream? 

] 

This month's theme was inspiration, and 'Seven: To do or not to do' offered a 

nice take on that. 

That's it for now. I'll see you again in Ashar 

 
Agnishatdal Critique for Jyeshtha 1424 

By Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net 

Nazrul Birthday: as someone who suffered tremendously, while producing 

such wonderful songs, Kazi was quite accomplished in a tragic way. Yet he 

brought forth such amazing music, some of which may be found on this 

playlist: https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=a9Vsdd9DIZI&list=RDa9Vsdd9DIZI#t=0 

https://www.youtube.com/
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M.S. Subbulaxmi: I've listened to her music while reviewing the twins, and 

she was quite talented. I should watch a few of her earlier movies, and see her 

acting talents i full. Quite the songbird, this one! 

Budapest Missives 2: Thoughts of a Budding Artist: Juliette here expresses 

misgivings that many artists have toward their own work. It's called Imposter 

Syndrome, but as she suggests here, it can be overcome. 

6 gateways to a worth reading article: Sweta offers some sound ideas for 

good articles, of the sort that sometimes 'goes viral.' My favorite, of course, is 

Catchy Title, as that's the first part of any article that people see. But the 

others are no less important! 

Red Heels Pt. 3: The story continues as the heroine encounters a photography 

aficionado with cameras older than hers! 

Need Again: Eleanor offers an evocative image and missive on her 

photography work. 

In disguise: Swati gives an account of her father, with a poem expressing her 

admiration and gratitude. 

A cure for baldness: Horrors! A raja is going bald, so what is he to do? A 

clever young man enters the picture with an eye toward curing the potentate's 

malady in a most unexpected way! 

Twisting by the pool: Dom gives a short verse on the heat of summer, and 

the wonders of swimming pools. 

A happy belated birthday for Swati and Sweta, and I hope it was glorious! 

So too, a wonderful belated birthday to Juliette! May it have 

Diva Dev interviews Sharmishtha Basu: an interesting talk, in which Diva 

shows her interview-fu with insights into the writing processes of the Twins 

creator. 

Bhupinder Singh: too bad that he's distanced himself from music, but as I 

listen as I write this, he's got an amazing voice. Here's a collection: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_sOuyLLEzY 

Jyeshtha Recipe: Machher Jhaal – Spicy Fish: sounds tasty, looks tasty in my 

mind's eye. I'll have to give this one a try when friends are over for a 

gathering. 

The bottle: a cute story, and a warning on taking extraordinary claims at face 
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value; when it sounds too good to be what it says, it probably is! 

Bhandananda Uvach 2: Some good commentary in verse, on the things said 

by authoritarian politicians to stir up discontent and nationalist fervor. 

Bengal This Month: So, the birthday of a famous poet is celebrated this 

month, as is the festival of Jamaishashthi for those guys lucky enough to be 

sons-in-law – getting treated like a king by your bride's family, what could be 

cooler! 

India this month: With two more festivals celebrated this month, and this 

time throughout India no less! 

Pieces of Past: Mahaveer: a fascinating link in the history of religion in India. 

The Jains stand out as a religion by reason of their code of strict nonviolence. 

That's it for this month, and I'll see you once again in Ashar! 

 

 
 

Ashar 1424 Critique 

 

Agnijaat by Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Self Publishing Ideas 1 – choosing the platform:This is a useful how-to for 

publishing things online yourself. I've never tried Createspace, as my first 
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platform of choice was KDP. The former may be a good choice for any print 

works of mine. Must read more on formatting on both it and the latter during 

off hours! 

 

Rani Durgavati:The fact that this 16th Century queen fought and forced the 

retreat of a vastly more powerful foe as many as three times is a remarkable 

feat in itself, especially Akbar's imperial forces. I noticed that in many places 

in history, killing oneself rather than surrender to an enemy with less than 

honorable treatment of prisoners, even brutal treatment, is arguably the 

better option. So it was with Durgabati. 

 

Psychos and Morons: 

Queries of phone hacking? It boggles the mind why anyone in their right mind 

and not working in a criminal organization or the Intelligence community 

would want to. Then again, this post is not titled Sane Folk and Geniuses, as 

the final two answers show. 

 

These people need to "exploit" their own grey matter before asking this sort of 

thing in a public forum, much less expecting an answer. 

 

Caste System 6: The Authoress discusses the exploitation of certain castes for 

political gain and the decline of Indian intellectuals as a real force in 

governance and critical evaluation of policy. The control at the village level by 

politicians serves to cement this in expedient but unethical ways, and not for 

the long-term wellness of the state of the country. 

 

That inner voice: 

The Authoress discusses a phenomenon well-documented in the scientific 

literature: that there are thinking processes going on beneath the threshold of 

our conscious awareness. And this thinking can make itself known through 

vague feelings of wrongness or sudden awareness of things not previously 

known or thought, but often verifiable when investigated carefully. If it's 

knowable then it can be shown. Scientific skeptics (skeptics who are scientific, 
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as opposed to those who merely "skeptical" of 

science) are familiar with this as well, and stage conjurors skilled in 

mentalism use this in their performances. 

 

BAKHTI SAINTS: Ramananda – Glimpses of Indian History: 

Being one of the most influential religious leaders of his day, one who 

contributed to not just one, but TWO religions is a remarkable achievement. 

His use of common language in preaching was evidently an effective way of 

getting his message to those he wanted most to receive it. The fact that he 

chose devotion to Rama and Sita over Vishnu is MOST interesting as well. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Ashar: The Authoress notes the recent monsoon season 

and general trend toward cooler weather in Bengal. Of Interest are the 

festivals this month, Rathyatra and Eid ul Fitr, as well are mentioned 

Nagpanchami and Gurupurnima, those last two noted in previous issues of the 

Twins. 

 

INDIAN RAGA NOW: A critique of popular Bengali and Hindi music as the 

state of those arts currently stands. Some of it good, some of it less so, often 

MUCH less so, as trends have gone on since the Seventies. Something work 

considering when buying albums online. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON – Gheorghe Zamfir: Pan flutes are cool, and this artist plays 

one. It was well worth the brief instant invested to check him out...Oh, LOOK! 

Here's a link: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=1mHuf8owjoQ Give it a listen, as the music is incredible. 

 

Window to West – Beauty and the Beast: I've yet to see this myself, but 

worth buying online, and I've a good idea where...The Authoress discusses 

briefly the actors and feel of the movie. I must watch! 

 

Sweet Memories – Sharmishtha Basu Day: The Day of the Lotus – Happy 

Sharmishtha Basu Day: A prayer and poem celebrating the Authoress by one 
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gregory57 of intentblog.com 

 

Runaway: A cow debates an egret on the wisdom of escape from his owner, 

with the egret having the sounder reasoning. 

 

actual culprit: Never steal snake eggs using a proxy, as this tale suggests, 

especially magical ones whose mothers are protective of their eggs! Steal 

once, pay twice! 

 

With the theme this month being summer, there are seven items: a brief 

poem; a digital painting reminding me of a boy with surfboard at shore; a 

diamond verse with something delicious (Mango icecream!); a 7 x 2 diamond 

verse reprimanding the Sun for being a jerk; a short story about nasty 

shapeshifting critters and the error of dismissing the advice of elders (There's 

a reason they get to be old!); a longer verse on the heat and misery of summer 

heat in the city; and finally, a short but succinct essay on four causes of 

summer annoyance in Kolkata. Quite good! 

 

That's it for the month! I'll see you soon, for Shraban, 1424! 

 

Troy David Loy 
kestalus@verizon.net 
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 
 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1424 Critique by Troy David Loy @ 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Santidev Ghosh: I'm listening now as I type this, and find his music amazing. 

While my grasp of Bengali is still somewhat wanting, the intonation, rhythm, 

and less measurable qualities of his singing place him in my view among some 

of the greatest performers of his style of his day. Perhaps when my ability 

with the language is bettered, I'll be in good position to enjoy it in full. I found 

a link after a quick search of his name 

here:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwLeG19I5Ds The devotion to his 

mailto:kestalus@verizon.net
https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=Z9SQXHR9LXA4&R=33BX9A7EEZFRX&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fauthor%2Ftroyloy%3Fref_%3Dpe_1724030_132998060&A=MQDIOO8EGVPUIMBMNZALSJKVBTAA&H=BORAPEX6AYIVIIEEALI6UYIOSDOA&ref_=pe_1724030_132998060
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teacher marks him as a far more diligent student than many at this point, and 

his inspiration by Tagore to so carry on his style apparent in his 

performances. 

 

Sunil Manohar Gavaskar: I've not watched cricket before, but found a 

recording from a game near the end of his career here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EMEGQWfZ0s Despite my naivete 

about the game, I can say that it's impressive to see him play on the field, and 

his sportsmanship is evident. 

 

Budapest Missives 3: The Problem with Race:  Juliette makes a good point 

here, that fear and reviling of the Other doesn't have to be universal even in 

nations where it's common and accepted. We all have our likes and dislikes of 

certain categories of people, but this is not something that absolutely must be: 

we can do something about it, to not be the slaves of the more primitive parts 

of our brains, to not be so motivated by our instinct for tribalism that we lose 

sight of what makes us more alike than different. 

 
Red Heels Pt. 4: Our heroine exchanges cameras and pictures with her 

person of interest, a man with a shared penchant for vintage photography and 

morning coffee with not-so-strangers. The mention of Rilke was interesting, as 

I've read little of his work, something that may be worth looking up, in 

English, as the closest I come to knowing any German is the pseudonym of one 

of my cats, Herr Rickmeister Fluffenhoffer. 

 
Time stands still: Eleanor offers a beautifully evocative image of what looks 

like a possibly abandoned storefront with a young boy before it preoccupied 

with something unknown to the viewer on the sidewalk. Good b&w rendition, 

as that has a starkness that reveals contrasts that many color shots do not. 

 
A Family Crisis: Raghunandan tells a humorous story of a gathering at dinner 

with a ten-year old girl's confession to her family of something not so 

scandalous as it at first seems. Knowing some of Raghunandan's previous 

writing, I expected some kind of twist to this, and wasn't disappointed. But 
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just what it was turned out to be wholly unexpected, and a good surprise at 

the end. 

 
Love deeper than the night: A short verse, both poignant and economical in 

size, evokes love in one of its many forms using the metaphor of a strong 

caffeinated beverage to drive home its point. 

 

Happy birthday to both Raghunandan and Sharmishtha this month! I'd like to 

offer my best to each of you on completion of another lucky trip around the 

Sun! May there be many more and be at least as good to you if not better! A 

happy birthday this month to actress Meryl Streep and to tennis player 

Leander Paes as well! 

 
Gulzar: As a songwriter, this man seems quite accomplished. I've listened to 

this: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1h_gfnGTZ0 from the movie 

Khamoshi. Lovely stuff, even without fully "getting" the lyrics. Then again, 

with his more playful approach to the lyricist's art, maybe I'm missing the 

point! Another was here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wu7JsGN2wHo 

 
This month's recipe, for lobster curry, sounds absolutely delightful. Lobster 

is a treat for me, so this will be good for special occasions. I may be able to find 

many if not most of all of the ingredients in conventional grocery stores. I'll 

gather those as they are available and I can competently prepare them, then 

cook this, maybe with the help of a local friend with experience in Indian 

cooking, and I think I know just who... *looks at Christopher in mind's eye* 

 
All peachy: All peachy on the desert front! This looks like a fun story, with 

Mr. Green and Miss Grey, both misleading each other about their species in 

this cute little romance. I suppose there are benefits to avoiding a 

predator/prey relationship when it's online and there would be that awkward 

incompatibility of species otherwise! This looks to me well worth the pitance 

of $1.00. 
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Bhandananda Uvach 2: Thus spake Hypocritananda: A good point about 

government and the odd failure of politicians professing religious motivations 

who nonetheless act contrary to the actual teaching and values of the faith. I 

see the same thing here with American politics, though focused on pseudo-

Evangelical Christianity rather than Hinduism. 

 
Kagaje ankibuki – Lines on paper, and Kash – If only! Beautiful verse the 

two of these, in both Bengali and Ingreji. Good use of form, economy of 

wording, and of course the ever-graceful Bangla script! 

 
Rathyatra: Interesting! I've seen some of the videos currently online, and 

here's a link to one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFiQwPW7zpk I'll 

warn you beforehand, there may be issues with getting this one to stream! 

 
India this month: With four festivals this month, including Rath Yatra, along 

with Eid ul Fitr, Gurupurnima, and Nagpanchami, there is much to celebrate. 

And though snakes are cool, I have more respect for teachers than I had in my 

school years, so Gurupurnima would probably the festival of choice! 

 
Pieces of Past: Alexander's Invasion: Alexander was one of the more 

fascinating kings of his day. I'll add that he was tutored by none other than the 

philosopher Aristotle himself, and may have furnished his old teacher with 

biological specimens of plants and animals from India as well as from his 

other conquests. I definitely agree that despite other mistakes by the British in 

India, unifying it under one administration was one of the good things they 

did! 

 

Well, this concludes this months critique, and I'll see you next with the 
reviews for Shraban, 1424! 
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The critique for Shraban 1424! 

Agnijaat Shraban 1424 Critique by Troy David Loy @ 
https://www.amazon.com/author/Troyloy 
 
 
Self Publishing Ideas 2: 
This relates some very useful information for post-secondary students 
interested in getting their poetry published, with submission guidelines 
included. 
 
diary entries of an accidental home minister: 1 

https://www.amazon.com/author/Troyloy
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Good advice that calling oneself by the tired word "unemployed" is overrated, 
and that "home minister" is much better as well as more reflecting one's 
actual residential duties. Hear, hear! 
 
Cellphone spy software: 
A dark side of coding, in the creation and use of malware for remotely 
surveilling other peoples' phones by enterprising hackers. In some parts of 
the world it's a thriving Internet business! 
 
Caste system: 
The authoress concludes this segment with this, for the moment, final 
installment on the politics of the scheduled and higher castes. 
 
Indian farmers – why are not they thriving? – 1: 
The plight of those in the agriculture trade and the failure of government to 
address their problems is discussed. Its lack of organization, small crop yields, 
looting, inequity in support for farmers, and neglect for the general image of 
peasants, spells issues the government must in time face to feed an ever-
growing population of more than a billion on its own. 
 
Trojan Horses...: 
Stalkers are a frequent problem online and in this case, IRL. The authoress 
relates the things she's gone through over more than two decades in dealing 
with her own, with a warning. 
 
Bhakti Saints: Kabir: 
Striving for spiritual unity in his teachings, this man espoused a universalist 
philosophy in his pursuit of the Infinite. I'll have to look up his couplets, as the 
insights could be valuable, even to some nonbelievers. 
 
Nature @Kolkata in Shraban: 
With torrential rain and four widely celebrated festivals, while the rain 
reminds me of the nor'easter just this weekend at my locale, but with no 
comparison here in the festivals. Indian festivals are colorful, and doubtless 
fun! 
 
Words of the wisest: 
Three hymns from the Bhagavad Gita, with the words of Lord Krishna in verse 
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discussed, along with their context in instructing his friend Arjuna in 
following through with his dharma. 
 
INDIAN RAGA NOW: 
Suman Chatterjee, Nachiketa Chakraborty, and Hemanta Mukherjee are 
singers well worth looking into, for the post-Rabindrasangit period of Bengali 
music, singers who performed their art with style and subtlety in their day! 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON – Richard Clayderman: 
I've listened to Clayderman's music, and blast, it's good! I've found a link here 
for a good listen to some of his best: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65EE7hTWq18 I've asked my brother if 
he knows him, and gave a “no” to that but forwarded me the URL for Richard's 
website: http://www.clayderman.co.uk/ Check it out! 
 
Window to West – Finding Dori: 
A movie I've not seen, but worth viewing anyway when I get the chance! I'll 
watch 
Finding Nemo too, as we keep a cloth toy of Nemo in the family car. 
 
Sweet Memories – A gentle heart: 
The authoress recounts some of the truly good people she’s met and dealt 
with, not just gentle, though, but also altruists in a genuine sense. 
 
Story Time: Crazy 
Here is a cute little piece of flash fiction with an ominous start and a little 
surprise at the end! 
 
Theme Shraban is Monsoon: 
This month, there's a couple of lovely digital paintings: the first of a goddess 
reclining on a rain cloud, the second of a girl on the earth below wading 
through life-giving monsoon flooding. Three is a well-formed piece of 
diamond verse on the soft sound of cooling rain. Four is 7x2 diamond verse on 
the final end of summer and the onset of the rainy season. Five is a flash 
fiction tale of a crew of three boatmen on a river who encounter a storm on 
their journey, far from the comforts of home and family. Six is a bit of verse 
welcoming the monsoon season and its respite from the harsh heat of 
summer. In seven, the authoress recounts experience with the rainy season in 
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previous residences, and the benefits of the current situation. 
 
That’s about it for this month! I’ll see you next month, O fine humans, and may 
you enjoy what left of this one! 
 
Tf. Tk. Tts. 

From the Editor-creator of the Ezine aka Sharmishtha Basu: 
 
The first annual digests of the Ezines: 

Agnijaat Annual Digest 2017: Sfulingo 1 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073V1DJLR 

Agnishatdal Annual Digest 2017: Agnidal 1  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073TZLPKQ 

 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1424 Critique by Troy David Loy @ 
https://www.amazon.com/author/Troyloy 
 
Mangal Pandey: 
Here was a good soldier who nonetheless put his people first rather than obey 
orders he knew were wrong. Evil is actually pretty banal, not dramatic or 
spectacular because it doesn't need to be. Some of the worst evils in history 
were committed by those who were "just following orders," or going along 
with the crowd like lambs to the slaughter. Pandey was a patriot who followed 
his conscience rather than his chain of command, and his death was a ripple 
that in time became a tidal wave. 
 
Balgangadhar Tilak: 
Tilak was an accomplished man in many fields, and a true revolutionary. His 
work in mathematics served well in his writing regardless of his detractors, 
which doubtless were many. 
 
Budapest Missives 4: 
Julia's image is haunting, with the close-up Moon in the background a very 
effective evocative touch. 
 
Red Heels Pt. 5: 
An invitation to a date at a Cuban restaurant turns bad as our heroine suffers a 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073V1DJLR
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073TZLPKQ
https://www.amazon.com/author/Troyloy
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kidnapping attempt on the way there. Dressed to kill, with weapons-grade 
heels in her defense, she attempts to fend off her assailants... 
 
Patterns: 
Eleanor's image shows some interesting repeating symmetries with some 
subdued and very earthy tones. 
 
Breaking a windfall: 
Raghu tells a story of a lucky old man who finally wins big, much to the 
distress of his doctor, which winds up hospitalizing someone, and not the one 
you would expect given one's age! 
 
Night in love with a dream*: 
Dom's verse touches both heart and mind, and makes use of repetition and 
form in very effective ways, as good verse does. 
 
Kevin Cooper's Interview with Steve Page was interesting, and I'm 
intrigued about the idea of a full-length novel written entirely in verse as Page 
has done. 
 
Vishwanathan Anand: 
Here was until only within the last few years a world champion chess-player, 
and in any event, world-class. While I'm behind on my practice, this is good 
encouragement to take up Mac Chess again, if nothing else for the cognitive 
exercise it affords! 
 
Night M. Shyamalan: 
I'm unfamiliar with most of his movies, having only seen Lady in Water with 
friends one evening. I enjoyed that at the time though, and will check out the 
others on IMDB.com 
 
Abhijeet Bhattacharya: 
I'm listening to his music as I type this, and find it not bad at all, quite good in 
my view. There is that recent controversy of his on Twitter, but I prefer to 
separate the art from the foibles of the artist. It broadens horizons. There’s a 
link to a playlist of his songs here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtrnPKaGBgs 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtrnPKaGBgs
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Shraban Recipe: pumpkin specials 1 
Pumpkin is good stuff, and this recipe gives a great way to prepare it Bengali-
style! Will add this to my repertoire of tasty pumpkiny treats if I can draft 
Christopher into lending his skills and spices to the effort! 
 
The Chase: 
A thief gets into a tight spot during a heist in this story from an upcoming 
book. The authoress shows her narrative skills in playing out the man's 
predicament, and the outcome of his task! 
 
Bhandananda Uvach 4: 
Hatemongers are ubiquitous in politics, as the current excuses for leadership 
in many countries show. It's a call for the sane among us to take notice and 
act, before it's too late! 
 
Harini: The doe, & Gharonda – the nest: 
Two nice pieces of verse, in Bangla and Hindi respectively, making effective 
use of form and theme, which can be taken any one of different ways 
depending on perspective  
 
Bengal & India This Month: 
With Rakhi, Jhulan, Indian Independence Day, and Janmashtami being 
celebrated this month, the first of these is by far my favorite, and the third a 
sound reason for learning history, not the revisionist facade often presented 
in the media, but a good, solid time spent studying the best examples in the 
field. 
 
Pieces of Past: Chandragupta Maurya 
As the first emperor of nearly all of pre-colonial India during the late centuries 
BCE, he must have been quite an effective ruler. Interesting that he decided to 
liberate himself from the world, to put it one way, by starving himself once 
embracing Jainism. 
 
Story From Ved and Purana – Mysteries of Draupadi: 
Very interesting tale here, as it further illuminates a better understanding of 
how Vedic cycles show the relatable nature of Hindu gods, making it one of my 
favorite South Asian religions! 
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That about wraps things up for this month, so, my fine humans, I’ll see you 
again the very next! 
 
Tf. Tk. Tts. 
 
From the Editor-creator of the Ezine aka Sharmishtha Basu: 
 
The first annual digests of the Ezines: 

Agnijaat Annual Digest 2017: Sfulingo 1 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073V1DJLR 

Agnishatdal Annual Digest 2017: Agnidal 1  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073TZLPKQ 

 

 
 

The Critique of Bhadra 1424: 

By Troy David Loy @ http://troythulu.net 

 
Agnijaat 
 
Indie Author Speaks 3 – myriad hues of Indie Publishing: The Authoress 

discusses her journey in self-publishing to the present, the ups and downs, 

and thoughts on the trade, especially marketing. 

 

diary entries of an accidental home minister: 2 

The Authoress details her thoughts on her early adult ambitions, and how 

things turned out, and might have, had circumstances been different. 

 

A sobering talk on what can happen no matter one's station in life! 

 

One corrupt employee is enough: 

Those who spy on private information are not always those we would least 

expect, but those in a good position to access our data! 

 

Indian farmers – why are they not thriving? – 2 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073V1DJLR
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073TZLPKQ
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This discusses the need for better use of water resources in farm crops, as the 

trade is beset by a dependence on local natural conditions by state. It's got 

sound suggestions of a way to work around this, and in part at least, offset the 

woes of farmers. 

 

Those labels.... 

No one likes being called names – they are often meant to hurt after all – but 

those who do gleefully apply harmful names are often beset with issues of 

their own, deep personal issues with no way of their own to resolve them in 

dying, broken hearts. 

 

Words of the wisest 2: 

One of the major problems religions face is the mutual inconsistencies of 

scripture. Here is a brief, but easy solution for those to whom non-belief is too 

extreme. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Bhadra: 

This month's image catches the season well, especially given the torrential 

rains of Bengal! The two festivals of the month, other than Teacher's Day, are 

Bakrid and Vishawakarma Puja, one for Muslims and the other for Hindus! 

 

Censoring movies on Internet... 

Sometimes, online movies can be tasteless, beyond merely pushing 

boundaries and driving those boundaries screaming into fits of Dire 

Awfulness in the age of the Internet. Sometimes, the Authoress suggests, a line 

should be drawn, and at least some movies ought to be restricted access for 

disturbing content! 

 

INDIAN RAGA NOW – Hindi vs Bengali Songs: 

A talk on the failings of songs in contemporary Bangla language movies, 

exceeded in quality of lyrics by those films in Hindi. 

 

Spotlight On – Tracy Chapman 
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The Authoress talks about a good Western artist, and here's a link to her song 

Fast 

Car: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTIB10eQnA0 With her clear voice 

it's a good listen! 

 

Window to West – When a monster calls & the search for wilderpeople: 

I've not seen these two movies, but the third discussed, Miss Peregrin's Home 

for 

Special Children sounds extremely cool. I myself confess to having been biased 

by 

decades of exposure to American comic books to movies like Avengers and 

Guardians of the Galaxy, so despite my enjoyment of them, that's hardly a 

point in their favor! The Authoress has a point that the quality of superhero 

movies has gone way down, with too much of the same recycled tropes! The 

two movies of this post's title sound interesting, and must be watched! 

 

Sweet Memories – Manush Jhulan: 

A remembrance of the celebration of Janmashtami in Burdwan, and a tradition 

that hopefully still goes on there to this day... 

 

Sharmishtha Basu talks to Suman 

An interview with the Authoress herself, and what writing and painting mean 

and have come to mean to her. Here she talks about their role in making her 

who she is today, including the community of fellow writers she's met on 

WordPress. 

 

18 Destiny: 

It’s a sad story, with a not-so-sad ending. Good micro-fiction, here! 

 

Theme for Bhadra is Living vs Breathing: 

This month, the admonition is to live . . . because life comes only once! 

 

One: 
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A painting of a miniature monsoon cloud watering the Earth, held in the hand. 

Two 

Another painting, this time a man descending from the sky with what could be 

a cape or wingsuit, amid the clouds skydiving. 

Three: 

Diamond verse on the importance of being moved by life. 

Four 7 x 2 = diamond: 

The beauty of a flower, in a bit of verse which tells how deeply the little things 

can enrich our lives, and life's brevity. 

 

Five: 

A sad story of a mother who could never make the time for her young 

daughter . . .until it was too late! 

Six: 

Good verse on the journey we call life, and how it differs from merely going 

through the motions. 

Seven: Live! 

Good advice, in a time when life is often wasted in conceding ground to those 

who would dictate our course for us! 

 

Aaand, that's it for Bhadra 1424's critique! I'll see you same time, same 

channel, for Ashwin's critique! Stay cool! 

Tf. Tk. Tts. 

 

Agnishatdal Bhadra 1424 Critique 

By Troy David Loy  

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Mother Teresa: 

An impressive biography of a woman not without her detractors. I'm 

reminded of the scathing critique by the late Christopher Hitchens in 

particular, though her supporters are firmly in the majority. But even with 

critique, valid or not, she's racked up quite a list of accomplishments in her 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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work with the poor and destitute. I confess to being a little skeptical of the 

process and criteria for sainthood, but then the Roman Catholic Church is a 

religious organization, not a scientific one, and so holds its process to different 

standards. 

 

Satyajit Ray: 

Truly one of the greats of movie-making, with classic films under his belt. I've 

seen at least one so far, and the rest are on my bucket-list to view. Even more 

fun, they are good tools for learning Bengali in its proper pronunciation even 

with the mistakes that can occur with just audio-recordings included with 

textbooks I've encountered on my own! His films have spurred a recent and 

timely revival of motivation for my study of Bangla, which will permit 

demonstrable progress. 

 

Budapest Missives 6: 

Juliette offers an image featuring a Ferris wheel in the distance with trees in 

the 

foreground. An abandoned amusement park? A carnival scene during 

twilight? 

Something else perhaps? Whatever the case, it gives me pause just looking at 

it. 

 

Red Heels Pt. 6: 

Our heroine finds herself the recipient of an . . . unconventional birthday 

celebration via her friends and some guys with hoods, oh, and a washing 

machine, which really spoils the mood for the occasion. Warning: someone 

gets punched for this! 

 

What you get is what you give: 

Raghunandan relates a tale of good fortune for a man after one of his lives, as 

a 

scorpion testifies to an act of unintended "kindness" that nonetheless saved 

its life and eased passage for the party in question. 
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Happy birthday with Lotus* 

A lovely bit of verse and picture celebrating the birthday of . . . someone very 

special! Dom does it again with touching imagery, both visual and verbal, that 

really shows he cares, as should we all! 

 

A Ranch Bordering the Salty River review: 

The Authoress herself critiques this book by Stephen Page. I'm putting this 

book on my list of things to read for the next few months! 

 

P.T. Usha: 

A skilled athlete with many medals under her belt, Usha certainly gets my 

attention for sports hero(ine)ism this month for the adversities she overcame, 

and challenges she met in doing so! 

 

Rick Astley 

Here's a singer I've heard previously, and I'm glad of this timely reminder! I 

remember him from the 1980s, a favorite formative musical period for me, as 

I grew up at the time. He's good, and here's a link to one of his songs (Be 

warned, there will be some delay until after the ad plays!): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQw4w9WgXcQ 

 

K.S. Chithra 

I'm listening to her now as I type this. Fantastic stuff! I'm better acquainting 

myself with South Indian singers I've not heard before, so hearing her and 

Ustad Sultan Khan is a real treat! Here's a link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFT2niDEy28 

 

Bhadra Recipe: pumpkin specials 2 

Yum! Something to try out when this Halloween comes around, or perhaps 

even 

Thanksgiving celebrations here in the States when pumpkin-eating is more 

common, hence in-season at the local markets. But as a curry, this will be quite 
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tempting. I'll have to show this one to friends, and maybe bribe them into 

helping me try it! 

 

Good business (Agnimalya story) 

From a recent book posted on the Authoress's Patreon page! A seemingly 

abandoned castle isn't so deserted after all, as the unsuspecting buyer finds 

out! But in a lucky turn of fate, the actual resident spares him from an 

unpleasant end, as the real-estate agent is soon to discover as a permanent 

occupant! 

 

Bhandananda Uvach – Thus Spake Hypocritananda: good advice for the 

men of 

society – stop blaming women for your misbehavior! And this applies even 

more so to the enablers of such men in high political office. 

 

Chander alo – moonlight 

Bangla verse, with Ingreji translation, on the magic of moonlight in lonely 

places. 

Wapas – reclaimed 

 

Hindi verse, on the starlight in the eyes of childhood, and reclaiming what 

we've lost.  

 

This month's festivals, Bakrid, Vishwakarma Puja, and Teacher's Day, the 

last 

celebrated in schools, all mark this month in Bengal. Teacher's Day strikes me 

as very appropriate given the amount of work educators do in instructing 

those of us of later generations in the tools of learning. As a tradition, it could 

bear some time in my country as well, given the difficulties teachers go 

through to practice their craft! 

 

Pieces of Past: Chanakya 

The advisor to the emperor Chandragupta Maurya, this man was the intellect 
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behind the Mauryan empire, one of the largest ever to dominate the 

Subcontinent in its early history! With an elaborate system of governance, he 

made possible the longevity of the empire and its golden age of literature and 

learning! 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Harishchandra 

It's always a good idea to find out what's really going on in a situation before 

acting, as this tale of a pious but doomed king in an act of rashness illustrates! 

but the story has a happy ending – sort of – and shows that while not always 

rewarded on Earth, virtue has its perks! 

 

Well, that's that for Bhadra 1424's issue! I'll see you next month for this 

Ashwin's 

critique! 

 

Tf. Tk. Tts. 

 

The Critique for Ashwin 1424 

Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

Agnijaat 

 

This issue's first image is a colorful collage of several depicting Durgapuja and 

the preparation of the Goddess's idol. This one is full of win! 

 

I like the Window to India image. It's got well-done straight lines, sparing in 

the use of outlines (Excessive outlines are always a problem in my own 

paintings with Pixelmator), good symmetry, and the objects shown, as well as 

the scene outside having a good selection of colors. 

 

Indie author speaks 3 – Myriad hues of indie publishing: 

The Authoress relates her feelings on her work as a self-published writer. Her 

advice on the need for marketing is well-put, though I can suggest the use of 

querying sources like YouTube or Google Advanced Search for targeted and 
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useful tips in how to promote your stuff if self-publishing is your thing. 

 

The following image has good symmetry, a picture frame-like border, and 

good color selection. The butterflies – or maybe fairies – are a nice touch too! 

 

Diary Entries of an Accidental Home Minister 3 

Miserable Married women vs. Home Ministers: The Authoress discusses the 

benefits, if such they be, of remaining unmarried while focusing more on 

increased financial independence. 

 

The following image has a dark, almost sinister look to it, as a spider's web. I'd 

suggest the addition of a spider here, for effect, at the web's central point. Still, 

very effective! 

Cops overhearing private conversations: 

Police overreach is not limited by national borders, and this piece notes such 

overreach in India involving cell phone eavesdropping. 

 

This image depicts an Indian farmer, with good physical proportions, and very 

effective but sparing use of wrinkles in his clothing. 

 

Indian farmers – why are they not thriving? 

Here are suggestions for aiding the yields of Indian crops, and protecting the 

viability of farms over the long term. 

 

This next image shows good facial symmetry and proportions, with a nice 

blend of colors for both the human and butterfly whispering to her ear. The 

girl's well-done eyes are a good touch. 

 

Those labels.... Skill 15: Pleasing everyone....: 

Good lessons as to why trying to be good to everyone is a waste of time, and 

time spent living at that! 

 

This image shows sparing use of detail that is nonetheless very effective, 
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seeming as though a scene from a dream without being too misty-looking. 

 

Words of the Wisest 3: 

The third installment of this post. The Authoress relates translations of hymns 

on both the pitfalls and virtues of striving for effort without being trapped in 

fear of failure or greed and corruption. 

 

FUN n FROLICS image: 

This image also seems dreamlike, not too misty, but well-done in blending of 

colors and borders. Good mermaid depiction, perhaps somewhere on a rocky 

coast of Earth's Dreamlands. 

 

The next image depicts elements one of this month's festivities, Durgapuja 

with good symmetry, simple but effective shapes, and well-done use of colors. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Ashwin: 

With five festivals this month alone, it surprises me that anything gets done – 

which would be the case only in lazy countries like mine! The Authoress notes 

some details of past celebrations of Durgapuja, and the contrast with the 

present day. 

 

Sages to crooks....: 

The Authoress notes with the failings, ethical and social, of modern Indian 

movies, and in them, the ubiquity of "brat-syndrome." 

 

The image following that has a good mix of colors and proportions on the 

women portrayed, with both traditional garb and more modern dress shown. 

 

Adnan Sami: 

Here is a singer I must hear, and after a quick search, here is a link to one of 

his videos – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB0T3JluiS4 I'm listening as 

I type this, and it's frickin' good! Give him a listen yourself, and you won't be 

disappointed! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON – Anne Murray: 

I may have heard her songs before, difficult to tell as country and western isn't 

presently my thing, and it's been a long time since I've enjoyed that genre of 

music. But look her up, and give her a listen on YouTube. 

 

Window to West - V for Vendetta: 

I've not seen the movie, but I do own the graphic novel, and it's quite good as a 

work of fiction. The use of Guy Fawkes masks, as per the hero of both the 

movie and book, as been readily adopted by the hacker collective Anonymous, 

and effectively too! 

 

Sweet memories - A fool in an autorickshaw: 

A recounting of some the events of her early life that thankfully did not take 

her from this world in her younger years. I've a few of my own, but that can be 

told on other venues. 

 

Thanks to the Authoress for the Interview this month . . . a joy to take part in!  

 

Illustrating Kevin Cooper's Reflection! 

 

Here, the Creator tells of a painting project that went into a to-be-published 

book by another author. Here's hoping her fame as a digital painter 

skyrockets! 

 

This next painting is cute, and makes good use of very simple imagery with 

vibrant colors. 

 

21: THE BOOK: 

A girl finds an ancient, mystic text in a cave, and what she does with it is 

surprising considering its nature! 

 

The painting for Mahalaya has a good selection of individually simple and 
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more detailed forms that together contribute to its beauty. 

 

Festivals of this month Durgapuja... Laxmipuja... Muharram...: 

. . . and also Gandhijayanti are celebrated, and included is a very well painted 

and bordered quote image with verse. Excellent choice of font and text 

background for this one. 

 

The image immediately following makes good use of shapes, borders, and 

color. Vibrant! 

 

The paintings for Ashwin's theme, Durgapuja, with verses and story for One, 

Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, and Seven, relate matters mundane, deep, and 

strange, but all important, on this popular festival. 

 

Fir Milenge painting: 

Beautiful depiction of a woman in traditional dress sitting by a riverside. Good 

proportions, posture, and use of color. 

 

Bhandananda Uvach: Thus Spake Hypocritananda: 

A verse and commentary on toxic religiosity in politics, and the need, often 

neglected, to know one's own religion before judging others! 

 

Amphipun!: 

Cute quote meme! Good border for the image, plus I like the frog and choice of 

font color in the text. 

 

Circle... it never ends...: 

I like the look of this image, with use of simple detail that gives a dreamlike 

feel without making it indistinct or foggy-looking as with some dream-

imagery. 

 

Aaand that's it for this month's critique. I'll see you again next month, on 

Agnijaat! 
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Tf. Tk. Tts. 

 

Agnishatdal 

 

The opening painting in this issue is an interesting one of a woman in 

traditional garb holding a lit earthen lamp. 

 

Next painting is that of a lit earthen lamp held in someone's hand, surrounded 

by a circle of stars. The hand is well-painted, not with heavy outlining as often 

plagues my mouse-pointer drawn, works. 

 

Ramkumar Chatterjee: 

An interesting voice this fellow had! It's unfortunate that this singer is no 

longer with us, but I find his songs quite good, and have found a link here to a 

collection of his songs:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Bl8-WT_13I Do give him a listen! 

 

Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay: 

This is an author I must read when I have enough fluency in Bengali! A writer 

of apparently legendary status, it's sobering that he died at an age only three 

years my elder, where our lives to have coincided. 

 

The third painting shows what look like strings of beads, a few in the center 

being unstrung. 

 

Juliette's image for this month is stark, the lighting and shades of color 

reminiscent of dawn or sunset, the scene evocative and slightly surreal, like a 

dream where some control, though not full, is exercised over the dream's 

content. 

 

Should We "Punch" Nazis? 

Citizen Null's piece on how to deal with Nazis in a civil society, is strongly 

worded, but restrained compared to this column's usual style. 
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Red Heels Pt. 7 

The perspective in this scene reveals that our heroine is involved in a movie 

shot, though she is less than happy with the outcome of the most recent take! 

Spoiler: somebody gets punched (It's NOT Nazis.)! 

 

It's Kodakandan And Vidaakandan Again! 

Our heroes hatch a scheme to fool a rich man, gulling him into paying them 

without collateral, all while convincing him that his loss is his gain with clever 

argument! 

 

Still Together: 

Dom offers a verse on love, with a metaphorical twist on romance.  

 

Twain Should Never Mingle: 

Welcoming the arrival of Bitter Pill to the eZine this issue! A political 

commentator, they have strong opinions on matters and an Indian 

perspective. This is the column's debut post! 

Treats of D Month painting: 

This one reminds me of an open perfume bottle, with the vapors rising from 

the bottle's mouth as it's held in a woman's hand. 

 

I especially like the paintings for Gayle's and My birthday entries this month, 

so many thanks to the author for making them! They're delightful to look at, 

particularly the picture of my favorite Hindu god, Lord Ganesha! 

 

51 sleepless Nights review: 

The Authoress reviews a collection of horror stories by Sir Tobias Wade, and 

seems both fair and firm, positive yet critical, in her assessment of the book, 

given the style of language she uses. 

 

Prakash Padukone: 

Here is an accomplished sportsman, who has taken to instructing the younger 



53  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2017 

 

generation in his later years. It's good that he is, for given the awards he's 

won, he has much to teach, directly or through other instructors at his 

academy! 

 

Tim Burton: 

Having seen Beetlejuice, Nightmare Before Christmas, his first Batman movie 

with Jack Nicholson, and a film based on his ideas, Frankenweenie, I can attest 

to his style as an artist, regardless of what role he played in the creation of 

these films. The Authoress mentions here a few of his films I've not previously 

heard of, which I simply much check out! 

 

Jagit Singh: 

Ah, here are a new pair of singers to check out! While I'm not studying Urdu 

directly, eventual fluency in Hindi may open some doors to grasping Urdu as 

well. One can hope! 

 

Bhadra Recipe: 

As the year progresses toward October and November, here is a welcome 

addition to the two recipes from prior issues! I say that as these will make 

tasty pumpkiny treats for both Halloween and Thanksgiving meals, and a good 

change from the usual Pumpkin pie we have in the US! 

 

The image after that, for both critiques and words is quite good, with well-

defined border framing, modest and effective use of outlines on the hand 

depicted, and good choices in font use as well. I could learn from this in my 

fractal memes! 

 

The image for Creator's Quill is interesting, with well-defined lines (I always 

seem to have trouble with outlines in my own mouse-pointer painting, using 

Pixelmator.), good choice of colors, and shows good proportions on the figure 

depicted, reminding me of an angelic or perhaps divine being, standing atop a 

cloud in the heavens. 
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The next image is a humorous one, showing duck, perhaps a swan, a butterfly, 

and a frog together as the duck is reading a book. 

 

The lost stranger: 

A woman picks up a barefoot stranger on the motorway, and discovers his 

tragic past on taking him to his destination. This ended well, unfortunate as 

the stranger's condition turns out to be! 

 

The image from Bhandananda Uvach this month is quite good. 

Hypocritananda's depictions are getting better, stylistically and in a more 

ominous and scary sense, with each issue of the eZines! The verse and brief 

passage that follows in interesting and incisive! 

 

Bhalobasa – Love: 

Good Bong verse, this will make good reference material for both vocabulary 

and script once I resume my study of Bangla! The Ingreji translation with it 

reads quite smoothly, very euphonic in feel. 

 

Bewafa dost – Treacherous Friend: 

Hindi verse this time, this one reads in translation very differently, still quite 

well. This too sounds good, and I've saved its image, like the above, to 

Evernote. 

 

The painting for India This Month is well-done, and very colorful, as are the 

personalities and personages of the deities it depicts. 

 

The two images for for this month's festivals are both colorful, and evocative, 

as with many of the Authoress' creations, and perfect for the festivals they 

commemorate. 

 

There are lots of festivals this month . . . Durgapuja, Laxmipuja, Muharram, the 

commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi! Sad as it seems, there are no such 

comparable events to celebrate where we live, this time of year, at least for my 
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own cultural group! 

 

There's Labor Day on the 4th of September, but as far as national holidays in 

the US, that's about it! 

 

Pieces of Past: Ashok: 

One of the kings of the Mauryan dynasty, here was one of the more 

outstanding rulers of history. While ruling the longest, his reign seems to have 

been quite enlightened, whether he as a Buddhist achieved that coveted state 

of being or not! 

 

Story From Ved and Purana: Vipakshit: 

A tale of a truly virtuous king, here is a ruler who puts the Noble in literal 

meaning for the otherwise merely social Nobility! 

 

I liked the final paintings in the eZine, from the headings Agnishatdal, 

depicting goddesses, that for the heading Agnijaat, of fire springing from what 

seem to be three eyes, The pic quote from Agnijaat spoiler (hardly spoiled!), 

and the humorous Gator Ways cartoons near the end! 

 

The final painting, of a tree with its roots held in a woman's hands, was 

notable. 

 

All in all, I enjoyed this issue. I'll see you again for the next issue of 

Agnishatdal! Take care, and in Kai'Siri... 

 

...Tf. Tk. Tts. 

Kartik 1424 Critique 

By Troy David Loy  

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnijaat 

 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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The first image, very appropriate for this issue, shows Goddess Kali crushing 
the form of someone beneath her (Her husband Lord Shiva?), illustrating Her 
power as the feminine principle of the Divine. I love the use of detail with this, 
and the garland of flowers is a nice touch! 
 
The next images, for both Dipawali and Kalipuja. Elegant use of lines and detail. 
Indie Author Speaks 4 – My Turning Point: 
 
The authoress discusses the positive points of launching both this and its sister 
eZine, Agnishatdal. I concur. If her first success was establishing a name as an 
indie writer, then these eZines have only magnified that! 
 
Diary entries of an accidental home minister: 3: 
The authoress notes the down side of being a home minister. She raises some 
valid points. 
 
Pieces of a scary interview 
Here's part of an interview with Edward Snowden. The authoress offers her 
own commentary on the implications in her own life of what's discussed. 
 
Indian farmers — why are they not thriving? – 4: 
Indian farmers have a major problem, another that drives many to suicide, the 
destruction of harvests in lieu of an affordable way to collect them, and feed 
them for the fruits of their labor. Yet government turns a blind eye to the 
problem! 
 
Of Bibhishan and Jaychand . . . . 
Yes, your own kin can turn on you, plot against, and even destroy you. Blood 
may be thicker than water according to the well-worn platitude, but even 
when family is involved the blood that flows might be yours. I concur with the 
central point of this, that the worst conflicts, and most terrible evils, can and 
do happen within a family. 
 
Nature @Kolkata in Kartik: 
This month's picture shows the fierce Goddess Kali, flanked by a pair of lit 
candles, or lamps. Interesting effect here, with her dark locks blending in with 
the shroud of the night. Here is also discussion of the noise and air pollution of 
summer's last gasps in the city. 
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Slow poisoning . . . . 
The authoress relates the dangers of exploitative depictions in movies on the 
public consciousness, particularly on the views of men on women, the regard 
of women as mere objects of desire by men both young and old with, as the 
authoress notes, "drooling dog syndrome." 
 
Indian Raga Now: Kailash Kher: 
I've not heard this performer's songs before, but I'll poke around and see what 
I can find! Always good to expand my musical horizons! 
 
Spotlight On – Kenny G: 
Here's an artist I've listened to, many times, and I must say, I like his stuff! I 
remember listening to him on a local jazz station before it changed its format 
to other genres and lost my listenership. As a sax player, he's tops on my list! 
 
Window to West – Men from UNCLE: 
I watch few thrillers, and perhaps the closest I've come would be James Bond 
movies, and Blade Runner 2049, the latter of which I enjoyed much more. But 
I'll check this one out as well! 
 
Sweet Memories – Angel in White 
Here is a tale from the authoress' childhood. She seems almost blessed, if I 
may use such as phrase, with uncommon good luck in the situations she found 
herself in! Excellent! 
 
Virtuous like Ramachandra! 
Miss Basu relates something she's noticed about horoscopes, an apparent 
correlation with personality traits with planetary signs. This would make an 
interesting thing to investigate, had I the skill to do so — which I do not. It's of 
some interest nonetheless! 
 
The image for Bhaiphonta makes good use of proportions and color, simple and 
well-defined in detail. 
 
The theme for this month being Kalipuja, image one shows a girl placing 
candles, or perhaps lamps for the start of the festival, either, it would seem, 
Dipawali, or to ward off ghosts during Bhootchaturdashi, the subject of quote 
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pic Two, featuring a ghost sneaking into the world of the living. Three is a 
short diamond verse of candlelight and memories of days past it brings. Four 
is a 7 x 2 diamond poem of the lights of Dipawali Night, as well as things long 
gone. Five is a story of a young girl and the audacity of youth when climbing 
an altar, and the gentle but stern warning she got from its object of worship! 
Six, verse of the raucous sound of city life, contrasted with the lights of 
Dipawali, and memories of stars. Seven, the authoress relates thoughts of the 
season in her childhood, and the prospects of buying a fort to stay in once 
hitting it big! Here's hoping that wish gets fulfilled! 
 
That’s it for this month! I’ll be back for Agnijaat this Agrahayan, and in Kai’Siri, 
Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. — “Be well. Be safe. Be 
brilliant as the stars.” 
 

Agnishatdal 

 

The first image is that of a girl in traditional garb, in what seems a moonlit 

night. I love the attention to detail with this, and might I concur with the note 

beneath, for a very happy birthday this month to Dom Collucci! 

 

The next image is that of a small handheld dish, with what appear to be herbs 

and flowers in it while the sun sets, or perhaps rises, near the horizon. The 

imagery is simple, with elegant use of detail 

 

Guru Nanak: 

As the founding figure of Sikhism, Guru Nanak had founded not only one of the 

four major religions to originate in India, the others being Hinduism, Jainism, 

and Buddhism, but one of the Great Religions of the world. As I read this, I was 

reminded of the incredibly ill treatment toward, even violence against, Sikhs 

by bigoted Americans who see all brown people, especially those wearing 

turbans, as a danger to the country, a bigotry fed by a sensationalist, even 

outright tabloid, activist media machine that stokes the fears of its audience 

for profit. Utterly shameful! 

 

Hemanta Mukherjee: 
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What an amazing performer! As I type this, I'm listening to some of his early 

Rabindrasangit recordings. Here is a link I found: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=vkGtQMq3PnA 

 

I don't think I've seen the next image before, not with the colors this one has 

at least. It's of a young, rather striking, darker-complexioned girl wearing a 

Tikka as ornamentation with her other elements of dress. A Bride at her 

wedding? Another kind of formal occasion? Participating in a festival? I’m not 

sure, but a nice piece! 

 

Budapest Missives 7 image: 

Very good photo here, with a bleak staircase, if you look closely, overlaid by a 

human face close to the camera. I like this one! 

 

Red Heels Pt. 8 

Well, it seems like the movie shot revealed in last issue has gone wrong, and 

here Brieuc wraps up this tale with the aftermath of the events on the set, and 

the mysterious Evil Laundry Machine from Hell™ that soaked West in her 

scene. I enjoyed this one. 

 

The Wrath Of A Yogi Meets the Wisdom Of A Guru 

A Guru and his disciple happen upon a village cursed by an angry yogi. 

Raghunandan here gives us the first half of an excellent two-parter in this tale. 

Will the village of Peroor ever have its curse lifted? Tune in next month for the 

answer! 

 

The middle of nowhere* 

Dom's verse here says much about the difference between solitude and 

loneliness, when one may be solitary but not without connections! 

 

Monsters and victims 

Pitter Pill discusses the plight of those not on the favored side of quotas in 
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West Bengal hiring practices, and why quotas can lead to outcomes not 

desired outside of the interests of those involved in political corruption. 

 

Love the birthday pic for Dom this issue! My personal favorite of this pair is 

the Lord Ganesha thumbnail just above it — saved to my library! 

 

I enjoyed both of the interviews, with Dom, and Tobias Wade. Both authors 

have something to teach budding writers, including this one! 

 

The little vignette for Spirits of Darkness and Light, of Sudeep becoming a 

Lord of Darkness was fun! I'm currently reviewing the updated book the 

Authoress has forwarded, and this is a great teaser for it. 

 

Pullela Gopichand, Saina Nehawal, and Pusarla Venkata Sindhu? What a trio of 

players! That Gopichand taught the two others here, among the best of his 

students is something to be noted in the ranks of badminton players. I'll have 

to watch scenes from their games tonight, to get a good feel for their 

technique! 

 

Kartik Recipe: Samosa 

These are excellent munchies! A friend of mine makes these, and now I can! 

Thank you, Miss Basu, as this recipe is one I've actually tasted prior to seeing 

it here, and found DELICIOUS! 

 

The 7-line poem pic from Serenade of Brush and Quill brings the impression 

of a wintery haze at night on the horizon as the Moon and stars light the scene 

for the unicorn. 

 

I've saved the images from both poems that follow, Se, and Rat kee kahani, 

Bangla and Hindi, into my Evernote files. Now that I've resumed study in 

recent weeks, these examples of wordplay will make for wondrous additions 

to my learning. 
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The image that follows shows Goddesses Kali and Laxmi, both of whose 

festivals are celebrated this month. Good mix of curves, straight lines, and 

vibrant colors in this depiction, and in the individual ones of these prominent 

Goddesses that follow the Hindu calendar entry for this month. 

 

Pieces of Past: Rana Sangha 

Here was a fierce warrior, who did both risky and clever things, as well as 

clever things which carried risks. One wonders how successful and dangerous 

to his foes he would have been, even more than he was, had he possessed a 

cooler head along with his warrior spirit. 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Madalasa and Kubalayaswa: 

This story of two lovers reunited in the end is a new one for me. I'm liking 

these tales from ancient literature, especially those involving magical beings 

like the Snake kings. Their role in this really showed their legendary wisdom! 

Very cool! 

 

The Frog cartoons at the end were fun, though the frogs mistreated that poor 

lotus blossom terribly, and should be punished for their vile actions! Bully 

frogs! 

 

That's it for this month's critique, and I'll be back to review this issue for 

Agrahayan 1424, next month! 

 

And in proper Soruggon, Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. – 

“Be well. Be safe. Be brilliant as the stars.” 

 

Agrahayan 1424 Critique 

By Troy David Loy @ https://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com 

 

Agnijaat: 

 

It’s November – Agrahayan! I like the wintery feel of this image, and nighttime 

https://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com/
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sky it shows. 

 

Indie author speaks 5 – Two sites that may help! 

The two sites discussed here will prove useful as I explore my chances of a 

career and ways to do it. 

 

Diary entries of an accidental home minister: 5 – Being Home Ministers 

Rocks! The authoress talks the pros and cons of single life managing the home. 

The good here seems to outweigh the bad. 

 

Pieces of a Scary Interview: 2 

The tools discussed here are pretty disturbing, as are the levels of 

manipulation they imply in their use. Who would have thought that Smurfs 

could be so frightening! 

 

Indian farmers – Why are they not thriving? – 5: 

With dysfunctional financial relief policies and a lack of infrastructure for 

providing jobs for out of work farmers, it’s no wonder that things look so grim. 

Governments, universally it seems, tend to handle the situation poorly at best! 

 

That myth they feed . . . . 

The authoress discusses the freedom to live one’s life single or with family as 

desired, even in a world of not-well-in-the-head or predatory types. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Agrahayan: 

Here Miss Basu notes the unseasonal temperatures and weather this year 

locally. This echoes the recent strange weather halfway around the world 

here, not exactly, but similar in its strangeness. 

 

Every tree starts as a seed . . . . 

And those seeds, sown in our minds, may be toxic, planted there by malignant 

minds to control us, and the world. Maybe. My own view is perhaps even 

scarier, that rather than evil people you can actually identify and oppose being 
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in control of the world, or seeking to be, that the world is driven instead by 

mindless social forces and trends to no particular end. It’s the frightening idea 

that nobody at all is in charge of the world, that it is without any steersman or 

rudder. Of course, that doesn’t prove conspiracies don’t happen. But what is a 

conspiracy that everyone with a device and Internet connection can know 

about? It’s an ineffective one with its cover blown wide open. 

 

Indian Raga Now: KK – Krishna Kumar: 

Good performer, who I’m glad to have found out about. Here’s a link to one of 

his songs, with English subtitles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD-

vZ2pWl5c I’ve always had a soft spot for South Indian vocal music, 

particularly Malayalam and Tamil. 

 

Spotlight On – Kenny Rogers: 

I’ve enjoyed some of Kenny’s music despite a bias against Country and 

Western songs since my early teens. Here, the authoress gives some 

references to his most famous pieces, including my favorite “The Coward of 

the County.” 

 

Window to West – 12 Angry Men: 

Here is noted a classic movie from the 1950s, a gem I dare not miss for much 

longer. Many thanks to the authoress for mentioning this one! 

 

Sweet Memories – Shankiniketan and Kabiguru Tagore: 

Here Miss Basu relates good times and fond first-hand remembrances of the 

school founded by none other than Rabindranath Tagore himself, and her 

reasons, In my view sound personal ones, for not going back. 

 

20 True Love: 

Here’s some good micro-fiction, about the love of a young boy for his 

stepmother. It’s an excerpt from Miss Basu’s book Tell Me a Story, now with 

updated contents and 

cover illustration! 
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Prophet Mohammed’s birthday: This illustration for the festival has a good 

mix of shapes and color. I think that the mosque and minaret in the 

background shows nicely. 

 

Festivals Of This Month: Fataha duaz daham, eid ul milad, or Prophet’s 

birthday: Here is given some of this festival’s history of observance, from 8th 

century Mecca to its status as national festival in the Ottoman Empire. 

 

So, this time the theme for Agrahayan is Women: 

One: this shows two goddesses, one I recognize as Goddess Kali, and the other, 

perhaps Goddess Laxmi? Here they look rather impressive, as Goddesses do, 

with Kali wielding an rather intimidating-looking weapon. 

 

Two: this is a picture quote, showing a woman in traditional dress, and the 

text declaring women’s freedom from bondage to men. 

 

Three: good diamond verse – on refusing pity, charity or scorn, to just be 

oneself. 

 

Four 7 x 2 diamond – this verse enjoins men to accept women as the human 

beings they are, with the strengths and weaknesses that come with the 

package. Good advice! 

 

Five: here’s a story on the outcome of a poor choice in spouse, using mere 

cosmetic allure and momentary wealth as the criteria, when the woman he 

rejects is far more successful. I liked this one. 

 

Six: notes the extreme expectations on desirable women by men, shared by 

other women when forced to by male dominance. 

 

Seven: The authoress notes a puzzle that presented itself to her, that women 

can be both benign and toxic, and in any case a thing to be careful of. I note 
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something like the latter in men, but less subtle and more viscerally 

aggressive. 

 

Act Like a Man! – Cartoonpunz: 

A cute little cartoon metaphor, on guys hanging around women in the hopes of 

a relationship. No, guys, seriously, that stuff’s just creepy. 

 

Well, that’s it for now, and I’ll see you for next month’s critique! 

So, Tf. Tk. Tts. 

 

Agnishatdal 

 

Nandalal Bose: 

Quite a good artist, this man! A quick Google search has turned up a lot of 

amazing examples of his work, and much of it does indeed draw inspiration 

from the Ajanta murals, themselves quite beautiful – gorgeous stuff! 

 

Bhababhuti: 

Until now, I’ve been unfamiliar with this man’s writings, but I’ve found 

examples of his dramas online, and will refine my search terms for more 

sources. Just going over some of it, in addition to this article, his later work 

seems his best despite his relative obscurity. Looks like I’ll have to add to my 

library! 

 

The next image, an oyster with pearl, shows good use of simple forms 

and good use of color. 

 

Juliette’s image shows a daylight scene with high-rise buildings in the 

background, and seems stark despite the placid and bright colors. Maybe it’s 

the contrast. It’s good nonetheless. 

 

The game gets serious: 

Here, Null is naming names in the ongoing investigation of the current 
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Administration, an unusual break from the posts they’ve written so far, where 

the names are excluded to depersonalize and defang the guilty. 

 

Crow reloaded (Fin 2) 

The narrator (Pete) relates an account of dealings in a remote African village, 

and with a local militia leader that turns terribly tragic. Brieuc does a good job 

here in touching on topic matter I find myself often lacking the courage to 

write about. 

 

Wrath of a yogi meets wisdom, Part 2 

In this second part of last month’s tale, Raghunandan concludes with the fate 

of the cursed village, and what its beleaguered residents did to escape the 

curse! Good one! 

 

A loving touch* 

Brief but good verse from Dom, showing his ability to inspire thought and 

feeling both from his work. 

 

The Shapeshifters: 

Here, BP discusses the use of fake birth certificates by the aged in seeking to 

pass as younger, for reasons both benign and exploitative. Frankly, this sort of 

thing creeps me out as being essentially robbing the cradle when looking for a 

“partner” anywhere from only 1/3rd to 1/2 one’s own age! Ugh! 

 

Fragrance of Rose – Chirajeet Paul 

Here, the authoress reviews a novel of Rinita, a young girl caught up in the 

dark side of life in Indian cinema. If I have any literary sense I’ll be adding this 

to my wish list for this December! 

 

Russel Crowe and Brad Pitt 

I don’t recall seeing Crowe’s movies, though I do plan on seeing “A Beautiful 

Mind” for his portrayal of John Nash. But I have seen Pitt in “the 7,” so I can at 

least attest to his skill as an actor. 
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Amaan Ali Khan 

Quite good music from this fellow. I’ve found a link to one of his performances 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW_GzwynsL4 so do give him a 

listen! 

 

Agrahayan Recipe: Nimki 

This sounds yummy, though for health reasons I tend to avoid fried foods for 

the most part. This does look good, though, for an occasional treat rather than 

everyday eating, so I’ll definitely try this one! 

 

Creator’s Quill image: 

I’m unsure of exactly what’s being shown in this one, but it nicely shows the 

coming mood of the season. Excellent use of deep, earthy colors and simple 

imagery! 

 

The Reptile 

A good short-short story of a man who finds himself turned into a snake after 

culinary trickery by his wife. This might have the moral of: never mistreat 

your spouse, especially when they are the ones making your meals! 

 

Bhandananda Uvach: 

Good one here, both in image, verse, and essay. Rewriting history is a useful 

pursuit for the powerful, as it deprives one’s lessors of the means to question 

you. 

 

Megher Khela: 

I like the rhythm of Megher Khela, though Sawan kee raat really moved me 

with the symbolic imagery, the metaphor of the monsoon night as a woman. 

 

Abul Fazal: 

As a Mughal historian, and a highly placed one, he seems to have been unusual 

for those in the history of India itself for writing on it in the way he did. I’m 
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reminded of the distinction between internal and external outlooks where 

Indian history is concerned – examine both! 

 

Story from Ved and Purana – Giant King Bali and Lord Vishnu: 

I’ve read this story elsewhere, but this is a retelling I found enjoyable, as this 

includes details that the prior reading may have omitted, or told differently to 

the authoress’s version here. 

 

Agnishatdal: 

A detailed yet sparing image here, not too busy or too complex, but just 

enough color and shape to convey the symbolism. 

 

Halloween story: 

This image is cute, and fun, with ghosts in a Jack-O-Lantern having a father 

and child talk about homework priorities before having fun scaring the livins’. 

 

So, that’s it for now, and join me next month for Agnishatdal Poush’s 

critique! 

 

I’ll see you then! 

Tf. Tk. Tts. 
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Poush 1424 Critique 

By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnijaat 

 

It’s harvest season! image: shows women preparing winnowed grain from 

the fields, a fitting tribute to the season, and India’s beleaguered farmers upon 

whom the nation depends! If only the system supported them well for their 

labor! 

 

Let the journey begin – Window to India image: Shows a nativity scene and 

seasonal goodies. I’m amazed at the level of detail this has for the image’s size, 

lots of work went into it! 

 

Indie Author Speaks Out 6 – Literary Agents: 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Good advice, I think. One has to be careful about who to hire for selling one’s 

work to avoid having one’s ideas ripped off and sold to other, lesser writers! 

 

Diary entries of an accidental home minister: 6: 

Hear, hear! Constructive hobbies are a must for the stay-at-home, as when 

time is short, wasting it can be a tragic loss of one’s potential. 

 

Indian Farmers – why are they not thriving? – 6: 

Parasitic moneylending practices can be a major cause of farmer suicides. 

What’s needed, as noted here, is an effective financing system for remote 

locales in India. 

 

That myth they feed….: 

Continued from Agrahayan Agnijaat, on the benefits of remaining single and 

content in one’s solitude in later years. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Poush: 

The seasons change, and so the oncoming winter approaches, cool if not cold. 

Good that that authoress recovered quickly from the health effects 

 

How Much should we believe….: 

A sound warning on not putting too much trust in online sources, especially 

Wikipedia and similar open-source venues! 

 

Spotlight On – Roger Whittaker: 

Why have I not heard of this man? Listening to him, his music is much less 

annoying than Country music in the States. Remarkable. Truly a gem of the 

UK! Here’s a linky I’ve found: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGWs1HK8iDU 

 

Sweet Memories – Adrianna: 

The authoress shares a work of art from a friend, a work of art that touches 

the heart and evokes dreams in its style. 
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Wish comes true: 

A woman’s wish upon the Moon becomes a nightmare, evoking the apocryphal 

Chinese curse about getting what you wish for! 

 

Christmas: 

This image is a nice combination of photo and digital painting, showing a city 

skyline and an airborne dove. 

 

Theme for Poush is Spiritualism: 

A digital painting featuring a gesturing hand and lotus blossom signifying the 

connection to the divine. 

 

One: a person sitting in meditation. This looks to me like they are sitting on 

the banks of a lake or river, with the sky reflected in the water’s surface. 

 

Two: a quote pic, on seeking and bonding with God. I like the dawn colors of 

this one, with the hills of mountains on the far side of the shore. 

 

Three: 17 diamond verse, this one on the waking of one’s soul to the divine. 

 

Four: 7x2 Diamond verse searching for and seeing God within. 

 

Five: Hindu widow discovers a child in need, rules be damned, and saves it 

despite any possible consequences of religion or caste. 

 

Six: A verse, and a wish for strength within, the light that will not be 

quenched. 

 

Seven: right time: adopting spirituality rather than the strict rules of religion, 

a tale by the authoress of her own path despite the trickery of others. 

 

Bhandananda Uvach – Thus Spake Hypocritananda: 
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Like the cartoon and verse for this one, especially the punning in the cartoon 

“Are you playing Holi?” “No minion, I am playing with unholy!” 

 

Kolkata Kulture! - Cartoonpunz: 

This one was fun, a nice takedown of those pesky folk living upstairs and 

causing a ruckus with the noise. 

 

Circle . . . it never ends . .: 

Ooh! I like this image! It looks like the sun, or some kind of fiery being like an 

elemental above the ocean waves. The texture of the waves is nicely done! 

 

That’s it for Poush, 1424! 

 

I’ll see you again next month, and so in the proper Soruggon-to-Anglic 

translation: Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. 

“Be safe. Be well. Be brilliant as the stars.” 

 

Agnishatdal 

 

Sukumar Ray: 

So here is the creator of this eZine’s inspiration, and his scientific education, 

while not unusual among learned folk, was not to be dismissed, as were his 

many honors and achievements. I’ve been generating long strings of text 

through brainstorming for topical searches on the Internet, so from this entry, 

my next set of searches shall start with the words “Sandesh,” “abol tabol,” and 

“Brahmo Samaj” and let it flow on from there, wherever it may lead. Excellent 

incentive for learning Bengali as a non-native speaker! 

 

Asvaghosa: 

How interesting that this man was of such a mind that he permitted himself to 

be swayed by reason despite an emotional investment in a prior spiritual 

position. That’s something to be admired, and all too rare in today’s global 

civilization where religious leaders and politicians often dare not ever change 
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their minds on important issues, when doing so is the wiser and more honest 

option, not merely the expedient one! 

 

Budapest Missives 10: 

Juliette’s image this time shows a scene from what looks to be outdoor tables 

at a restaurant, with some interesting architecture. The photographic effect 

gives a bright and almost surreal look to the piece. 

 

An Interlude, Citizen Null: 

Null takes a break from his often scathing polemics to offer some useful advice 

in dealing with holiday discussions, and in general, almost any family 

gathering. 

 

Snowball: 

Brieuc’s tale is a fascinating one, one of very earliest childhood in Pakistan, 

and of the people who helped raise him from day one. 

 

An Unequal Contest In A Forest: 

Raghunandan tells a story of a rabbit’s clever contest to gain respect from 

pestering bull and crocodile. Excellent! 

 

Sita Was a Rare Soul Indeed: 

BP discusses the interfamily politics of marriage and divorce, and the 

incentives to unethical behavior that come from both society and the laws 

governing those. 

 

Treats of D Month: 

Happy birthday this month to Brian and Hemdiva! May both of you, in the vein 

of Mr. Spock, live long and prosper! 

 

Shakuntala Devi: 

This woman seems to have made excellent use of memory techniques and a 

talent for mathematics, having discovered them at an early age. While not a 
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believer in astrology myself, I do find interesting the use of advanced 

mathematics and memory techniques in that ancient and arcane art! These 

alone are a considerable accomplishment, to which are added, among others, 

her contributions to education in India. 

 

Johnny Depp: 

While I’ve yet to see Edward Scissorhands, I’ve seen other examples of his 

ability as an actor, including the Pirates of the Caribbean movies. I’m getting 

Scissorhands the night I’m putting this down as one of my “must see” movies. 

 

Ayaan Ali Khan: 

I’ve just found a link to his music here: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=pBBM9BFg7xc, so check it out, as it’s well worth a listen, a bit over and 

hour’s worth of recording on YouTube! 

 

Poush Recipe: Aloo Poshto: 

This sounds delicious, and the current legality of poppy seeds in American 

cooking make it possible to obtain the ingredients where I live, so that’s 

excellent. We’ve a mixer, too, so grinding them should be no trouble. I must try 

this! 

 

Happy birthday wishes, also this month, to Pradeep! 

 

Creator’s Quill and Minutes together both have some nice images, the one 

showing autumn leaves losing their green and the other a mischievous child 

with a picture book and a blind mouse. The first I find evocative, the second 

humorous. 

 

Megher arale –  

Hidden behind cloud, & Ghane pedo ke saye me – Under shady trees: Good 

verse this month, both saved to Evernote and subject to further study, 

especially practice in reading handwritten script in Bengali and Hindi. 

 



75  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2017 

 

Bengal This Month: 

Two things stood out to me from this, the foods mentioned, kheer and pithe, 

subject to future Web searches, and the kite-flying. It’s been years since I’ve 

flown a kite myself, but there are found memories of it from my boyhood. Very 

cool that it’s still done by older adults in some locales! 

 

Pieces of Past: Nadir Shah: 

So, this is the man who laid the seeds of the Mughal empire’s weakness and 

eventual destruction! Persia and India have a long mutual history, both having 

been settled by the Aryan peoples who nonetheless seem to have split 

culturally once established in their own regions. Still, despite differences, their 

proximity means that they did and do interact still in the area. 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: 

Now, here’s something I’ve not heard before, and it tells something of the 

regard ancient peoples had for their rulers! I wonder if Prithu was a real king 

whose person might have inspired the tale about him, told many centuries 

after his reign, or any number of other possibilities! Still, fascinating 

regardless. 

 

Well, that’s it for this month, and I shall be back next with the critique for the 

Magh issue! 

 

And in proper Soruggon-to-Anglic: 

Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. 

“Be safe. Be well. Be brilliant as the stars.” 
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TROY DAVID LOY 

 
 

Troy David Loy is an American student and writer with a love for things 

Indian, creating fractal art, and science. He is owned by two cats, Mr. Eccles 

and Ricky, and is engaged in a program of lifelong learning in an attempt to 

make sense of an increasingly irrational world.  

 

He is the author of Dirge: A Short SF Story available at  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-

ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 

He can be found online @Troythulu on Twitter and on his blog The Call of 

Troythulu at https://troythulu.net  

 

Like it? Check out Troy’s new book in store-  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
http://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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RAGHUNANDAN KUPPUSWAMY 

 

A retired IT professional with nothing better to do than 'pen' a few lines now 

and then.  

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu)   

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy is full of wisdom and knowledge. He writes 

amazing stories from Indian history and mythology, though I will smugly say 

that I have read A LOT of stories in these two genres but still most of the 

stories he scoops out are new to me, and reading his works is a privilege! 

Apart from these his sense of humour and corporate knowledge is at par! 

Check out his blog you will only be glad that you found it. 

 

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

https://tskraghu.wordpress.com 
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DOMINIC COLLUCCI 

 

 
 

My name is Dom Colucci. I am a writer and a poet. I have written three books 

as I am an author as well. 

 

I was inspired by a man named David Robert Ord who is the Director of 

Editors at Namaste Publishing in Vancouver, Canada. He has written to me 

when I sent my first manuscript, The Tree Becomes A Soul that obviously I 

have talent in what I am doing and urged me to self publish this book. It is 

about a journey with poems that I did during my meditation sessions. 

 

My second book I shifted gears into romance and wrote another book called 

The Love of My Life. This book was read by the editors at Lulu Publishing and 

this is what they had to say, "In closing, I found your poems fanciful, sincere, 

and filled with wanderlust. Your line breaks are impeccable as is your timing. 

It’s a fine debut collection. Well done." This book is about a romantic journey 

with the love of one's Soul*. I was inspired by a painting my father did many 

years ago of two dancers under a moonlit night seeking the romantic passion 

of the moon up above. 

 

My third book I remained in the romantic mood and it was a continuation of 
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the second book. This books name is Love Continues from within and as well I 

did it in romantic journey format with many poems and love quotes 

comparable to a man I love to read from always, Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi. 

How he talks to the heart and Soul* of those that read into him. This book's 

editor was a woman and this is what she had to say as well, "This book has the 

potential to pull at the heartstrings of the reader." 

 

I am inspired by the love of nature as I have climbed many mountains in the 

past 7 years and listen attentively which captivates me always from within as 

I know it comes from the Soul*. 

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu):  

Dominic Collucci is full of Zen wisdom, unfortunately I can’t grasp it! But I 

have learnt a bit about it from him by constantly pestering. He is an amazing 

poet, his poems on nature as so vivid that you will feel that you are actually 

there! Apart from that his photographs well… you will be seeing that in the 

magazine, how amazing they are! 

 

A few words about his works from other readers: 

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-

reviews/1257271253 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-

soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-

life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2 

https:// wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

  

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2
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Brieuc Martin Onraet 

 

 
 

Brian Martin-Onraet was born of French parents in Pakistan, a few years after 

the Partition. He was later raised in Africa and educated in France and 

America. A marketing consultant by trade, he has taken writing as a hobby. He 

now lives in Mexico with his wife, a researcher, and their cat Miao Zedong. You 

can visit Brian’s blog at: 

 

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/ 

 

Few Words from Agnishatdal ( aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu): 

Brian is well… what can I say about a person with such amazing talents? He is 

a brilliant writer, an enviable photographer with eye for the very best models! 

You will have to read his blogs to enjoy his way of telling stories- adding 

magical photographs (his collection is downright enviable) to go along. If you 

love photographs and different cultures his blog is your dream destination. 

 

  

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
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Bitter Pill 

Who, and What, is the Bitter Pill? 

 
I’m the Bitter Pill, an ordinary scrivener who’s dealt with all kinds of crap 

from the worst people and finally found a voice to speak out. I’m a remedy for 

an ever-increasing tide of social BS from silly people who manipulate and 

exploit others for power.  

 

I welcome any viable challenge offered to what I write, to any facts-based 

valid argument showing I’m biased or just plain wrong. No other comers will 

even get to step into the ring. No, so-called “alternative facts” will not even be 

entertained, not worth my time. Failing valid, accurate critique, readers can 

take these missives as yr. humble svt’s personal experiences, observations, 

and conclusions.  

 

I’m a great admirer of those figures like Socrates and Chanakya with the 

courage to call things as they are, who spoke truth to power at great risk of 

personal danger.  

 

Suicidal? Possibly, but the pursuit of truth has always been dangerous to those 

given to abuse their ill-gotten power! 
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Citizen Null 

 

Citizen Null is an ordinary American who wants the very best for all in their 

beloved United States, not merely a chosen elite, or so-called ‘Real Americans’ 

of only the right or left. Do let us try to avoid any ‘No True Scotsman’ fallacies 

here! 

 

With…complicated political views, a mild manner, yet strong opinions, Null 

finds the rising tide of nationalism, bigotry, and xenophobia in the United 

States and abroad irrational and disturbing in the extreme, threatening the 

long-term future of human civilization. 

 

Citizen Null lives in a Bible-Belt state with pets and family, and comments on 

people and things American which ought to concern anyone. 

 

Think clearly. Love the Good. Be vigilant… 

…and be excellent to each other! 

 

 
 

Citizen Null is watching. 
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Sharmishtha Basu- 

Adriana Ochoa Margain 

 

 

 
 

 

Sharmishtha Basu is a prolific writer, digital painter, blogger, and current 
resident of Kolkata, West Bengal, India. She has written an astonishing 
number of poems, stories, and commentary on things Indian over the years. 
She authors and moderates an ample no. of blogs. She has produced a wide 
range of images to illustrate her works, and has published at least twenty-six 
book-length collections of her writings and images to date. 
 
  With a fertile imagination and keen understanding of social issues in India 
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and thereabouts, her writings encompass such genres as culture, politics, 
fantasy, science fiction, horror, and matters of the heart. She is the creator and 
moderator of the twin eZines, Agnishatdal and Agnijaat, and continues her 
writing and painting unimpeded by those things that would discourage lesser 
creators of words and images. 
 
  She is currently keeps herself busy on hours of writing, reading, and creating 
evocative images. Tirelessly working on writing and painting projects, she 
spends much of her time immersed in music while painting, and it shows in 
the colorful results of her artistry, and writing with the music switched off. 
Her social media mumbo-jumbo for you: 
 
https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu 
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu 
 
Email id she checks almost regularly (say once each month for sure):  
sermistabasu@gmail.com 
 

  

https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu
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Agnishatdal Parivar 

 

 

 

 

Agnishatdal is blessed with selfless affection of its creative group, these 

selfless authors, artists have shared their wonderful creation for free and no 

matter how much I try to thank them for this gift, it will be nothing! Here they 

are (No order please, just the names as they appeared in mind) :  

 

Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net 

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy  

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

Dominic Collucci  

https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

Brieuc Martin Onraet  

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com 

Bitter Pill, Citizen Null and  

Sharmishtha Basu 

https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

  

https://troythulu.net/
https://ksriranga.wordpress.com/
https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com/
https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com/
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BOOKS IN SHOPTLY (31.10.18) 

http://Shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 

 

Saraswati 

https://shoptly.com/i/roq 

Seven 

https://shoptly.com/i/ror 

Seventeen 

https://shoptly.com/i/ros 

Trishakti (Three divine powers) 

https://shoptly.com/i/z7v 

AGNIKORAK 

Agnikorak Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkj 

Agnikorak Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkk 

Agnikorak Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkm 

Agnikorak Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkn 

Agnikorak Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vko 

Agnikorak Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkc 

Agnikorak Book 7 

https://shoptly.com/i/vk9 

AGNIMALYA 

Agnimalya Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vma 

Agnimalya Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmb 

Agnimalya Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm3 

http://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/i/roq
https://shoptly.com/i/ror
https://shoptly.com/i/ros
https://shoptly.com/i/z7v
https://shoptly.com/i/vkj
https://shoptly.com/i/vkk
https://shoptly.com/i/vkm
https://shoptly.com/i/vkn
https://shoptly.com/i/vko
https://shoptly.com/i/vkc
https://shoptly.com/i/vk9
https://shoptly.com/i/vma
https://shoptly.com/i/vmb
https://shoptly.com/i/vm3
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Agnimalya Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmt 

Agnimalya Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmu 

Agnimalya Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmv 

agnimalya book 7 an adult love story 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2b 

Agnimalya Book 8 The Tower 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeg 

Agnimalya Book 9 The Soul Devourers 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro2 

SBPnB 

SBPnB Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm2 

SBPnB Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmp 

SBPnB Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmq 

SBPnB Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmr 

SBPnB Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/qei 

AGNIJAAT 

Agnijaat Magh, january 

https://shoptly.com/i/vms 

Agnijaat Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm7 

Agnijaat Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vwz 

Agnijaat Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/24b 

agnijaat jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmt
https://shoptly.com/i/vmu
https://shoptly.com/i/vmv
https://shoptly.com/i/p2b
https://shoptly.com/i/qeg
https://shoptly.com/i/ro2
https://shoptly.com/i/vm2
https://shoptly.com/i/vmp
https://shoptly.com/i/vmq
https://shoptly.com/i/vmr
https://shoptly.com/i/qei
https://shoptly.com/i/vms
https://shoptly.com/i/vm7
https://shoptly.com/i/vwz
https://shoptly.com/i/24b
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https://shoptly.com/i/pv9 

Agnijaat Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmw 

Agnijaat Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvo 

Agnijaat Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qee 

Agnijaat Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rov 

sfulingo  [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro7 

Agnijaat Bhadra 1425, August 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/746 

agnijaat Ashwin 1425, September 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyy 

Agnijaat Book 7 - Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8y 

Agnijaat Kartik 1425, October 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9t 

Agnijaat Agrahayan 1425, November 2018  

https://shoptly.com/i/zc8 

 

AGNISHATDAL 

Agnishatal Magh, January 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmx 

Agnishatdal Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmy 

Agnishatdal Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vw1 

Agnishatdal Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/243 

agnishatdal jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2a 

https://shoptly.com/i/pv9
https://shoptly.com/i/vmw
https://shoptly.com/i/pvo
https://shoptly.com/i/qee
https://shoptly.com/i/rov
https://shoptly.com/i/ro7
https://shoptly.com/i/746
https://shoptly.com/i/xyy
https://shoptly.com/i/y8y
https://shoptly.com/i/x9t
https://shoptly.com/i/zc8
https://shoptly.com/i/vmx
https://shoptly.com/i/vmy
https://shoptly.com/i/vw1
https://shoptly.com/i/243
https://shoptly.com/i/p2a


89  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2017 

 

Agnishatdal Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmz 

Agnishatdal BOOK 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvc 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeh 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rop 

agnidal [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/rou 

agnishatdal bhadra 1425, august 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/74d 

agnishatdal ashwin 1425, september 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyz 

Agnishatdal Book 7- Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8z 

Agnishatdal Kartik, November 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9u 

Agnishatdal November 2018, Agrahayan 1425  

https://shoptly.com/i/zc4 
 

If you can’t buy via shoptly for one reason or other you can buy my creations 

(any one listed in shoptly, patreon) directly from me, via my paypal account. 

But, after you make the payment DON’T FORGET TO SEND ME THE LIST OF 

THE BOOK(S) YOU WANT AND YOUR EMAIL ID. 

My email id for that list is: sermistabasu@gmail.com 

 

But somehow I have a feeling that you can add a comment with your paypal 

payment, if you can PLEASE ADD YOUR EMAIL ID AND BOOKLIST THERE, 

THAT WAY I WILL GET THEM INSTANTLY. 

  

https://shoptly.com/i/vmz
https://shoptly.com/i/pvc
https://shoptly.com/i/qeh
https://shoptly.com/i/rop
https://shoptly.com/i/rou
https://shoptly.com/i/74d
https://shoptly.com/i/xyz
https://shoptly.com/i/y8z
https://shoptly.com/i/x9u
https://shoptly.com/i/zc4
mailto:sermistabasu@gmail.com
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BOOKS REPUBLISHED IN AMAZON IN 2018 

February 2018 

The Lotus of Fire 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e 

A bouquet of wild flowers 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW 

April 2018 

Moments from the Journey [Prices: KDP: $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE 

Butterflies from life's garden [Prices: KDP:  $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2 

May 2018 

Waves that became songs 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6 

Melodies from moonlit nights [Kin $1.07] 

https://www.createspace.com/5441113 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O 

June 2018 

Black Mist And Other Stories [Kin $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe 

Tell Me A Story [Kin $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a 

When The Clouds Dance [Kin $1.01] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jko 

Of Dreams And Reality [Kin: $1.01] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jdvh4 

July 2018 

Sfulingo [PRICE: $1.07] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fdhbprr 

Agnidal [PRICE: $1.07] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fddddhf 

October 2018 Createspace has merged with Kindle. 

Myriad colours of earth [Kindle 1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE
http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6
https://www.createspace.com/5441113
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jko
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jdvh4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fdhbprr
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fddddhf
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6 

Wildflowers in bed of rocks [Kindle $1.07]  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe 

The child of woods [ Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66 

spirits of darkness and light [Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY 

December2018 

The heart beats on 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e 

The bridge of her dreams 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6 

The prisoner of sand castle 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG 

crystal eyes 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O 

 

Crème de la crème my first traditionally published book 

 

https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-

2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/ 

 

https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-

harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2 

 
Two stories in one jacket-one about a very beautiful, perfect world, Harmony 
a world where your dreams may come true too, if you think outside the box! A 
journey into a beautiful planet where magical creatures still roam. A wanderer 
travelling in space finds love and home. The other story is a reminder of how 
wicked often hide behind mask of innocence. A story of two brave kids and a 
wicked witch. 
  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
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That’s it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


