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Critiques 

 

Shraban 1423 critiques- The very first issues 

Carolyn Page @ https://abcofspiritalks.wordpress.com 

 

Thank You, Trisha, I have received, by email, both Agnijjat & Agnishatdal 
Shravan.. You are a marvel, to be sure… I love the font and style of both. Your 
images are superb, as usual. 
They are very different offerings. You ‘hold no punches’ in Agnijaat; she is 
powerful, indeed. Agnishatdal is a fine piece of art and literature; diverse and 
meaningful. 
If I had a criticism it would be: There is an enormous quantity of reading 
material within both magazines. You are exceedingly generous, given they are 
to be monthly reads. I would suggest making them both somewhat less 
lengthy. However, knowing how prolific your writing is, this is probably a 
suggestion you will avoid… And rightly so. They are your babies; do with them 
whatever you desire.  
Congratulations, my sweet friend. Well done to you.  
xoxoxo 
 

Dominic Collucci 

 

points of interest 
 
~the art work is a very nice creation of your talent 
~you hav fine articles of wonderful short stories 
~seems that when reading this one gets a knowledge base about India 
through your eyes 
~some expose on political issues  but put in a format of nice opinion 
~refreshing short stories about nature 
~photography with great titles 
~some good advise 
~noting that to me it seems there was no editing as the format was sharp and 
concise as to say professionallly done 
~some of the stories you can really feel by placing yourself inside that 
scenario in that story 
~interesting poetry and art work that is with it 

https://abcofspiritalks.wordpress.com/
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~nice recognition of all that supported you but kudos go to you for making 
this a wonderful write 
~very nicely formatted and centered as tho it seems more as in being of an 
ebook but the difference shows that it is a ezine~but wonderfulling done in its 
publishing 
~great tributes as well 
 
~enjoy with love~ 
~soulbro*~☺�� 
 

 

Troy David Loy 

 

Here are my takes on both ezines so far, with that of Agnijaat starting out. 
First, my complements to Arjo and you for the font selection for both, and for 
his two contributions in Agnishatdal. I can’t fully comment on those yet, as I 
haven’t finished translating them. The Bengali typeface he used for both 
pieces is just delightful though. 
 

Agnijaat Shraban 1423: 
The first Issue of the Ezine 

 
A good introduction, to this, with evocative cyber-paintings and photos 
throughout. I especially liked the discussion of the Vedas, coming from an 
insider to the culture (so-called ‘emic’ perspective) and not just Western or 
non-Hindu scholars (an ‘etic’ perspective). I found the description of the 
various components of the Vedas, their purpose and relations illuminating. I 
must add that along with a very good font selection, the headers for each 
section stand out well. 
 
Famous Men and Women: I liked the illustrations of the differing roles of men 
and women as portrayed in ancient literature, and couldn’t help but notice the 
profound effect that portrayal has had in relations between the sexes until 
fairly recently. I’m reminded of the unfortunate practice of widow-burning ( 
’sati’ isn’t it?) that was only officially outlawed within the last couple of 
centuries, and that at least partly due to the actions of native Indians pushing 
for change. 
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Privacy @ In My Private World: This was good. It made me think of your book 
The Charons, and gives me chills in thinking about the sorts of things you go 
through no matter where you seem to go in India. Such intrusions would 
probably drive me mad. You are brave to deal with it the way you do. 
 
The articles are concise and well-spaced, brief yet complete in themselves. 
Well-done! A few stood out to me in particular. 
 
Farmers of India: When I read this, I immediately looked up a reference on 
Wikipedia on Indian farmer suicides, 
here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farmers%27_suicides_in_India, and 
found that a number of unfounded reasons have been proposed for those (like 
Bt cotton growing), when your explanations have a much broader, much more 
realistic approach that explains all of the data, rather than relying 
simplistically on a single root cause for all of it. Your solutions are much more 
realistic as well, and you note several very good explanation why those are 
not implemented. 
 
Indian Subcontinent….Glimpses of Indian History: Also notable. The last part 
made me think of a likely exception to traditions of Indian spirituality, a 
materialist sect called the Charvakas that was active in ancient India, ca. 6th 
century B.C.E. with its Wiki entry 
here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charvaka As I understand it, their central 
text now exists only as fragments in the commentary and criticism of their 
opponents. They are to my knowledge unique in India as a philosophical 
school. 
 
I read through all of the stories and found them delightful. Two of them, I 
couldn’t help but notice, each involved werewolves, and that makes me 
jealous ;-) as I’ve written only one such tale, 
here: https://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com/2014/11/14/frigas-day-flash-
fiction-howl-at-the-stars/. 
 
I loved the verses, and Galactic Gypsy stood out as scientifically insightful as 
well as poetic; If you don’t mind me saying so, I’d even compare it to the 
writings of one of my favorite authors, Carl Sagan. 
 

Now, to Agnishatdal: 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFarmers'_suicides_in_India&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9VnBvwxD6SlLJ1wn7U-ZyNHdZaA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCharvaka&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHnZMBNF50tLHOYDHRQfdeT0-_aig
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fkestalusrealm.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F11%2F14%2Ffrigas-day-flash-fiction-howl-at-the-stars%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNED2IAgHsW2wp0V5FJiF5tvFVq_FA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fkestalusrealm.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F11%2F14%2Ffrigas-day-flash-fiction-howl-at-the-stars%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNED2IAgHsW2wp0V5FJiF5tvFVq_FA
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Ditto on the excellent choice of font style and layout. My complements again to 
Arjo and yourself. 
 
Thousand Salutes to Freedom Fighters: a thoughtful discussion on the plight 
of Indian soldiers. On reading it, my first thought was that my own country’s 
military personnel have it easy while in service, though no, they are betrayed 
by our own leadership when becoming veterans. But no, a good look at what 
goes on in the American military shows that things are not all well in the 
Armed forces of either nation even while on active duty. This piece reminded 
me of my desire many years ago to join the Airforce or Army so I could afford 
University through a scholarship, but that was before my illness and the years 
of recovery that followed. 
 
I liked the piece on Kazi Sabyasachi a lot, with an excellent translation by 
yourself. I’ll be checking out his work online if Google will not get too grumpy 
with me ;-) 
 
Hemdiva’s story was enchanting. It was very different in style from what I’ve 
previously read, yet still said much in the space of a few paragraphs. A good 
first-time introduction to the work of so young a writer. :) 
 
The Monkey Incident: humorous and to-the-point without being predictable. 
Congrats to Brieue for such an entertaining story. 
 
Both pieces by Carolyn (Carnation Flower Reflection and Tiger Reflection): I 
give her high marks for readable, easily understood, and interesting writing. 
As a former believer, I’m pretty sure I got what she was getting across, even if 
our metaphysics differ. 
 
Dominic’s photography is excellent. I liked Lisa’s poem as well, perfectly 
suited as a meme, and striking more than a few chords with separate readings. 
 
Gayle’s poems (Midnight Tolls and Platitudes): I liked both of these. 
‘Platitudes’ seems so apropos for the state of insanity American politics is in. 
 
Raghunandan’s story was clever and fun, with an air of traditional Indian 
fairy-tales to it. My favorite character was the canny Vizier, whose playing of 
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rivals against each other is classic! 
 
In your own contributions, the poetry was well-chosen, and easy to take in 
while working, as were the stories. 
 
Of the poems, I particularly liked Cloud Fairy. It kind of reminded me of the 
Apsaras of Indra’s court, which until within the last few years I knew almost 
nothing about. Of stories, The Glamour House was downright frightening, not 
something I would find comfortable to read on a dark night alone, but good. 
The Rejected One was heartbreaking, though the ending was a good 
counterbalance to that. 
 
The section at the end was kind of cool, with the information you gave on the 
various calendars used in India and their histories, interrelations. I had no 
idea of the complexity of yearly timekeeping in India, but now have a better 
appreciation for it. 
 
For both ezines, thank you for creating them, and to the others for their 
contributions. 
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two 

 
Bhadra 1423 critiques by Swati Sarangi 

https://wordstoworldblog.wordpress.com 

 

 

Agnishatdal is a collection of variety of literary work and art. One can find a 

mixture of mythological information, poems, interviews, photographs and 

digital paintings- all at one place- in this 122 page- long ezine. The opening 

note of the editor Sharmishtha Basu gives a brief insight about creating 
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something beautiful. One can find an intelligent arrangement of digital 

paintings amidst the literary works. We can get to know about Rabindranath 

Tagore and Abanindranath Tagore. Then comes the section of stories, 

reflections and thoughts as illustrated by a well crafted digital painting by the 

creator herself.    

 

An article entitling ‘A smile amidst the crowd’ by Vishal Bheeroo can be seen 

as an inaugural one. It’s about an experience of the author meeting a stranger, 

a 9-year-old girl (might be a child labour),who smiled back at him confidently 

when he tried to a smile to show his sympathy. 

 

A poem “Where is the truth?” by Ngobesing Romanus speaks about the quest 

for the ultimate truth of the life.  

Through her poem  ‘Prayer’ , the poetess Swati Sarangi wishes the almighty to 

be a torch bearer to guide her though the life.  

 

A poem ‘A genuine friend’ by Wendel A. Brown is a beautiful tribute to the 

wonderful friends we make in our life.  

 

‘A partycrasher’ by Troy David Loy is a short fiction about the invasion of 

aliens.  

 

‘Cheetah Reflection’ by Carolyn Page is a work to provide motivation to one 

self by drawing the inspiration from the animal Cheetah.  

 

Then comes a series of wonderful photographs of nature of Dominic A. 

Collucci.  

 

‘How fate was overcome’ by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy is a story about 

getting over the curse given by a saint.  

 

‘Weep not ‘ by Lisa Ojanpera beautiful photography of nature supported by 

wise lines. 
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 ‘Journey to end with light’ by Dominic Collucci creates a unique comparison 

between candle and the life of a human being.  

 

‘One must sleep before they are awakened’ by Dominic Collucci is a spiritual 

poem about the awakening of human to his inner consciousness.  

 

Clouds play by Sharmishtha Basu is a short poem creating images about the 

movement of clouds that bring rain. 

 

‘Krishnavarna Neelavasan’ is a poem by Sharmishtha Basu originally written 

in Sanskrit in Devnagri Script ,then translated in English. 

 

A mythological tale of ‘Parvati Swayamvar’ by Sharmishtha Basu narrates the 

love story of Lord Shiva and Parvati from Hindu Purana. 

 

‘Story of Bangla Calendar’ by Sharmishtha Basu gives knowledge about the 

influence of Muslim calendar on Bengali calendar. 

 

‘India this month’ by Sharmishtha Basu is a list of Indian festivals to be 

celebrated in near future. 

 

‘Bengal this month’ by Sharmishtha Basu is a similar informative article as 

above listing various festivals celebrated in the month of Bhadra. 

 

‘Pieces of past’ by Sharmishtha Basu provides a list of various chronological 

events of history. 

 

The ezine ends with few spoilers ,digital paintings and concluding words from 

the creator. 

 

My views in brief: It’s an ezine dedicated to the Bhadra month(Monsoon)of 

Hindu Calendar  as one can find various  pieces of information from the 
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creator on it. Apart from this, it is flooded with various literary works and art. 

I feel too honoured to find my writing in this ezine. Thanks to Sharmishtha 

Basu for giving me an opportunity  to publish my work in this ezine. 

 

 

Dom Collucci 

 

~I have noticed how much talent you have brought to your ezine, very 

professional people~ 

~there are a lot of great writers here and each story they have is a beautiful 

creation from within their Soul*s~ 

~I thank you for your additions of your paintings to my poetry~ 

~once again it is informative about your culture in India your stories, time 

frames of the history and the calendar~ 

~as always your work in creating your stories and poetry really are seen from 

your heart and another thing about them as it seems that there was no need 

for editting once again~ 

~looks like you have a great ezine here~ 

~keep up the good work indeed~ 

~is there a spot where I can write what is above?~ 

 

 

 

Troy David Loy critiques Agnijaat Bhadra 1423: 

 

Gurupurnima 19.7.16 

This was fascinating; a holiday for three separate occasions on the same date. 

As a student myself (a poor one in my youth) I can see the wisdom in 

respecting teachers, given the time and trouble they go through to instruct 

their charges and hold their attention. A teacher can make or break a class or 

course subject, but students who fail in doing their part in the exchange are at 

fault as well when learning doesn't take place. 
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Sati: 

This filled in a lot of gaps in my understanding of this unfortunate custom, and 

of the British and native Indians who worked to end it. To end a woman's 

(often young) life on the funeral pyre of her husband must have been a 

horrific experience, not to mention the social penalties used to impose it on 

those who refused to conform. 

 

Red Carpet: 

I couldn't help but feel a bit unsettled about this piece. Why on Terra would a 

legitimate employer need pinpoint location of prospective employees' homes 

when the basic data should be enough? I got the impression from this that 

something shady might be at play. 

 

Youth of India: 

This roused me to anger, that any nation should both squander and exploit the 

young of the nation for the sake of the old and moneyed. It reminds me of the 

situation on my own country, where millennials are stuck with enormous 

student debt and lack of good paying jobs, often forced to work long hours on 

several jobs just to make ends meet. 

 

Cheriyal Art of Warangal....Glimpses of Indian History: 

A fascinating discussion of a dying art form that may yet be saved through 

digitization. It seems evocative of even more ancient styles to my eyes, and 

that's a good thing. If you follow the link provided there are excellent 

examples to see. The dolls and masks speak to something not easily described. 

Beautiful stuff! 

 

The Bean Stalk: This is a cute story, brief, but humorous. I almost felt sorry for 

the poor giant, mentioned but unseen, castigated by the thunderous voice for 

his negligence, pointed out by a little girl... 

 

The remaining stories are good as well, very much in the vein of modern fairy-

tales, some in more modern guises, but still with a hint of magic, and in one, a 
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bit of horror. 

 

The verses along with the stories are by far excellent, and I await the next 

issue, with patience of course; a virtue if ever there were one! 

 

Now for Agnishatdal:  

 

The pieces on Rabindranath and Abanindranath Tagore, both creative 

prodigies, were illuminating and filled many gaps in my knowledge. The one a 

poet, the other an artist, and both of them writers and teachers, 

Abanindranath is almost unknown in the West. Good on you for writing this, 

and for the beautiful sample of his dreamlike art. 

 

A Smile Amidst The Crowd: This story is a really effective means of 

maintaining one's faith in humanity. Wonderful, and very discouraging of 

curmudgeonly cynicism, and for that matter, pessimism. Good work, Vishal! 

 

Where is the truth? 

I find myself in complete agreement with Ngobesing's sentiment here. Truth 

matters, whatever the means of finding it, as are any facts at hand that may 

bear out that truth. Important and also mentioned is intellectual courage, the 

willingness to speak the truth, often to power, and frequently at great risk. 

Socrates. Giordano Bruno. Galileo. While not mentioned here, these figures 

stand out to me as those who put their lives and liberty on the line for the 

truth, with two being put to death for doing so, the third put on house arrest 

and forced to recant. Excellent. 

 

A Prayer: Stylistically, this evokes Tagore's poetry, or at least the Ingreji 

translations of his work I'm reading. At the same time this piece evinces Ms. 

Sarangi's own unique style, the result quite easy on the eyes in both form and 

execution. Very good. 

 

A Genuine Friend: Wendel's poem says much to consider on the human 
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condition, particularly the title subject. The necessity of caring to friendship or 

any positive human relationship, in any real sense, shows quite nicely here. 

 

Life, Love, Wisdom: Lisa's photograph seems to me a photographic poem. It 

shows rather than just tells, always a sign of good artistry. 

 

Cheetah reflection: Carolyn's piece I found interesting, and easily intuited as 

to meaning. 

 

Dom's contributions here are many and varied, whether photo or text, and 

well-worth looking at from the scenery evoked from either. 

 

How Fate Was Overcome: Raghunandan's piece is one of my favorites from 

this issue. The farmer who plows his field during drought and provides 

compelling reasons for doing so is one smart cookie. The fact that his gambit 

worked is even better. 

 

Weep not: Another good one by Lisa, open to many interpretations, including 

the light of God and to me, the lights of reason and science. 

 

The interviews were fascinating, with new and interesting people, and the 

paintings, stories, and verse following had an excellent 'feel' to them. 

'Enchanted island'  stood out as particularly memorable. 

 

Parvati Swayamvar - A Love Story From the Hindu Purans: This is a good 

retelling, and a fascinating look at the relatable personas of Hindu deities. It is 

easy to see why many are so popular. It reminds me of the movie and book 

'Life of Pi,' in which the title character describes the Gods in super-heroic 

terms, at the same time clearly beyond Western superheroes. 

 

India This Month: So many holidays in Bhadra! I'd not thought that so much 

could go on in only a single month, but seeing India's incredibly diverse 

multicultural heritage, this should not surprise me. 
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I especially like the story of and dream sequence about Lord Ganesha. Very 

relatable, very personable. Easily my favorite deity. Even as a non-Hindu. 

 

Pieces of Past: Prehistoric India and Harappa civilization: This made me think 

of one of the major reasons for the scarcity of ancient Indian records, even 

from only a few hundred years ago; that many written texts were made by 

stylus from a common and easily prepared resource: palm fronds, which most 

Indian scripts are well-suited for. It is also a very perishable means of writing, 

and books using this must be over time continually copied and recopied from 

older text, leaving much room for copy errors, as the Indian climate tends to 

degrade the medium that the originals are written on.  

 

In any event, a fire has definitely been sparked for the next installment, both 

the eZine as a whole and this article series! 

 

Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Sharmishtha Basu 

 

Well, I have been mulling over the idea whether or not I will say something 

about the works of Agnishatdal, then I realized I can, that won’t be bragging, 

because I will be complimenting the works of others or criticizing them! So 

from this month onwards I will add my words to the opinions of others too. 

 

Shravan Issue: 

 

I will never be able to thank Kazi Anirban enough for that amazing bio he 

gifted me of Kazi Sabyasachi. I tried to upload it in wiki but could not 

understand their rules and regulations, will have to try again or get help. 

 

Adarsha the watersaver by Hemdiva Dev- This is a fantastic story, a story with 
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some lessons and brilliantly written if you consider that the writer is just a 

child. One can feel this girl is going to shine as a writer. 

 

Monkey Incident by Brieuc  Martin Onraet- Now this is ONE scary and 

hilarious incident, honestly I wont like anyone being chased by a big or small 

monkey, a kid especially. It was terrifying yet fun to read- the way Brian tells 

stories is amazing! 

 

Carnation flower  and Tiger reflections by Carolyn Page- What can I say about 

Carolyn and her reflections? She is like a flower herself and her works are 

gems of wisdom. I absolutely ADORE the depth of her wisdom and keen study 

of human nature. 

 

Aryabhata by Troy David Loy- well, honestly I do read quite a bit about India 

history and its past glories but Troy taught me about Aryabhata, I knew 

nothing about him but his name. It is one article, full of information. His way of 

writing is, and will be amazing always, that is added bonus. 

 

Lisa Ojanpera’s poems and photography- She is a brilliant author and fantastic 

photographer, artist. I am so grateful that she shared her works with us. 

 

Dom Collucci’s photographs- his photography is amazing! 

 

Midnight tolls and Platitudes by Gayle Walters Rose- Gayle is an amazing 

writer, her talent is beyond measure, I have been reading her works for years 

and they are mind-blowing, just like these two. 

 

The rock of statecraft by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy- He is full of wisdom, 

knowledge and his works are real gems if you are looking for true wisdom. 

This story is just one of his gems!  

 

Monkharaper chithi and China mobile o ekti meye by Arjo Dasgupta- I wish he 

could share the translation of these two amazing works in Bengali- they are 
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brilliant! Fantastic, superb! 

 

Bhadra Issue- 

 

A smile amidst the crowd by Ranveer Vishal is a beautiful, heartwarming story 

of courage, how starkest condition cannot steal the joy of some people! It is a 

humble reminder to us to thank God for so many things we have. Vishal is a 

very talented writer, his stories, poetry and critics are priceless! 

 

Where is the truth by Ngobesing Romanus is a brilliant poem, his words are 

very wise and deep. 

 

A prayer by Swati Sarangi is a beautiful surrender to God, the supreme being, 

an earnest request for God to become mentor and guide, just loved it! 

 

A genuine friend by Wendel A. Brown is amazing! I am a big admirer of his 

spiritual works, they are so very priceless, I read them whenever I am in my 

blogs! They are true gems. 

 

Partycrashers is ONE STORY by Troy David Loy- I love his wisdom, knowledge 

in science, and just loved this story with a brand new twist in it! 

 

Life, love, wisdom by Lisa Ojanpera is a work of art with wisest words. 

 

Cheetah Reflection by Carolyn Page is another gem from her box of gems, the 

reflections, another insight into human nature, just can’t have enough of 

these! 

 

Growing in the USA, Journey to the end with light, One must sleep and 

photographs by Dom Collucci are fantastic example of his multidirectional 

talent! I loved those poems for their depth, beauty and wisdom, his 

photographs are amazing, they always are and his memoir was beautiful, 

heart-warming! 
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How fate was overcome by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy- an amazing story 

indeed, a reminder that sometimes dedication can make fate change its ways! 

A very true, wise story for young people out there struggling to make a mark 

for themselves. 
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Three 

 

 
 

~These are my perspective notes from the September 2016 issue of 

Agnishatdal Ashwin 1423~ 

 

~Science by Troy David Lloyd~to only imagine to be of another solar system 

and understand if there is a greater society than ours out there~nice prose~ 

 

~Only yourself by Wendell Brown~love is Universal and unconditional~if you 

take a narcisstic approach to love then it can never be real~very nice poem~ 

 

~Universal Love~Ngobesing Romanus~a great sensation that the heart feels 

this Universal love all over~nice poetry~ 

 

~Impressions~Lisa Ojanpera~truth and profound post~indeed a bit witty 

too~ 

 

~Aardvark Reflections~Carolyn Paige~it seems my mantra in seeking the 

truth is to always revert back to Psalma 118:8~take refuge in the Lord and 

trust no man~in doing so you will always know the truth~your heart tells you 

so about you~ 
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~Binding the household~Swati Sarangi~home is always where the heart 

is~this is where love begins within~if we seek the truth with love and do find 

it within our heart then we know how much love, compassion and 

understanding we can take with us no matter where we go in life~ 

 

~Overall the ezine is still an interesting read~once again the talent is what 

makes this interesting as well~continue with success~thank you my Precious 

Flower for your kindest words about me as well~ 

 

Dom*Colucci 

https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2 

 

 

Agnijaat Ashwin 1423 critique by Troy David Loy: 
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 
Rakhipurnima: 
This was a fascinating piece, as though there are bonds of sibling-hood and 
friendship almost universally across cultures, this celebration is to my 
knowledge unique to Indian society, and I find it quite touching to say the 
least! Sadly, I know nothing of its like in the West. 
 
Kaulinyapratha: 
A good discussion of a custom that for centuries has put Bengali women in a 
very bad situation for the sake of deference to older men. The fact of serial 
grooms, hungry to enrich themselves with dowries paints a dark picture of 
human ethics, and darker still the outcome for brides who become widows at 
an early age. 
 
Slyphones: 
Hear, hear! I'm in agreement with this, that 'smartphone' is a misnomer, and 
'instrument for covert data-theft from owner' does seem more appropriate. 
That's not just with Android devices, but also Apple products that seem to 
know just a bit more about one than feels comfortable dealing with, yet can't 
even do autocorrect accurately after three years of heavy use! 
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The Ruckus in JNU:  
The upshot of this: young people ought to get some respect and empathy from 
the society in which they live, not merely be subservient to the demands of 
their elders or an uncaring and corrupt government. That, I think, applies well 
to any nation on the planet. 
 
Nature @Kolkata in Ashwin: 
A beautiful description of the local season during the month of Mahalaya and 
Durgapuja. It puts to shame the petty festivals in my own country, save those 
brought here by immigrants from across the world, and especially those 
hailing from the subcontinent. 
 
Rani Rudrama Devi - Glimpses of Indian History: 
A fascinating look into the reign of a strong and powerful woman in a region 
otherwise dominated by men. The fact that she was such an effective ruler 
despite attempts to obstruct her ability belies the notion that women can't 
compete with men. 
 
Story Time: 
These were delightful, showing an ability with words I've yet to effectively 
master in the authoress's domain. 'I am still here' stood out in particular as 
memorable as wonderful short fiction in which the protagonist has a friendly 
and life-changing encounter with a Goddess. I love that Hindu deities are so 
colorful and relatable, which nicely segues into... 
 
...Durgapuja: 
For which there are picturesque digital art memes describing the days in this 
most Bengali of festivals, an easily-grasped account of each part of the 
celebration in excellent detail. I recommend the book they come from. 
 
Verses: 
These are prone to evoking childhood sense-memories, far, far back to a time 
when I felt that everything was magic, though seeing the world now with 
older eyes hasn't spoiled that so much as it may have. 
 
Cat and Butterfly: 
A collection of seven digitally painted memes, it’s a tale of my favorite species 
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of cute but murderous pets and their victims in the eternal struggle between 
predators and prey.  
 

And next, for Agnishatdal Ashwin 1423: 
 
Ishwar Chandra Bidyasagar: What a remarkable man, a reformer and educator 
who took a lot of trouble onto himself in his work of bettering the academic 
lot of Indian women and the poor, and arousing the anger of the 
establishment. That kind of courage is hard to find anymore. 
 
Birendra Krishna Bhadra: This piece on a famous radio personality, and his 
remarkable career and family upbringing really stood out. It made me want to 
download one of his radio programs to listen to, Mahishasur Mardini. 
 
Only Yourself: Wendel’s piece is well-put in the futility of claiming to love 
without really meaning it. 
 
A little pain made it rain: Dominic has in this issue a great bit of poignant 
verse. 
 
Universal love: A good call and case for love and compassion in a world that 
often seems more cynical and jaded than it ought to at times. 
 
The Raja and the Swamiji: Raghunandan here relates a terrific tale of a 
puissant Northern ruler whose skills with a bow come in very handy in saving 
his life from some very foolish bandits....foolish for thinking they could best 
him in combat. The Raja’s travails, prior to this combat, are brought into 
context by the wise swamiji, and resolved by the same. Very good. 
 
The Black Queen: This tale of a retired nobleman in Vietnam, accentuated with 
photos and scenes from a decorative chessboard is well-written, a good piece 
of period fiction. 
 
Binding the household: Swati gives a good argument for the abolition of rigid 
gender roles in work, those roles set in place by skewed ideologies by most 
societies from childhood onward. 
 
Aardvark reflection: This has some good points as well, on the folly of 
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believing everything you read. It’s a theme that has all too many instances in 
this age of the Internet and rampant misinformation. Evaluating information 
reliably is often more critical than merely finding it in a book or webpage. 
 
Impressions: Lisa here has created a delightful scene along the shoreline of a 
beach, with a good quote accompanying it. 
 
Treats of D Month: 
This section includes two interviews, with Hemdiva Dev, and Teagan R. 
Geneveine. My thanks to the eZine's creator for the wonderful Bengali 
birthday shoutout. This will sound odd coming from me, but it makes me feel 
blessed to be so highly honored. There are here the critiques of the Bhadra 
issue as well. 
 
Creator's Quill: 
Here are contributions by the creator herself, a collection of wonderful verses 
appropriate for the season in digital meme form, showing a good sense of 
balance for text and imagery combined as one. If only I could do so well with 
that for my own memes! Kudos! The Bangla and Hindi verse in their graceful 
scripts will be excellent subjects for study and practice in reading in both 
languages! 
 
Narad Shrimati - A love story from the Hindu Purans:  
This was touching, and interesting in that its outcome seems to me to lead up 
to the birth of the hero Rama, to the events in the epic Ramayana, including 
the origin of Rama’s nemesis, Raja Ravana. 
 
India This Month: 
There are several holidays noted here, from Durgapuja, to Muharram, to 
Kojagari Lakshmipuja, this section gives a good overview of celebrations 
taking place during the month. 
 
Pieces of Past: Indus Valley Cities: 
More information on one of my favorite early civilizations, and its legacy, most 
often seen in the remnants of its cities, which used means of maintaining a 
high population with advanced sanitation means, a sign of high culture and for 
its time, superior knowledge. 
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Whew! Another issue rich with interesting things to read, and I await the 
Kartik issue when it comes! 
 
 
 
Troy David Loy 
 
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 
  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=Z9SQXHR9LXA4&R=33BX9A7EEZFRX&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fauthor%2Ftroyloy%3Fref_%3Dpe_1724030_132998060&A=MQDIOO8EGVPUIMBMNZALSJKVBTAA&H=BORAPEX6AYIVIIEEALI6UYIOSDOA&ref_=pe_1724030_132998060
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Next, the review for Agnijaat’s Kartik 1423 issue: 
 
Durgapuja (Celebrating Womanhood):  
This month’s installment opens in that most Bengali of festivals, with a 
description of the four ways Durgapuja may be celebrated. I know nothing of 
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its like in the US, with our over-commercialized, over-hyped, cookie-cutter 
holidays. 
 
Kulin Women: 
What a way to abuse the female of the species! Given a dismal life by their 
caste and widowed or unmarried status, these women are a good argument 
for  
 
Not So Harmless Images: 
Woah! This was new to me, and really got the cogs turning about how it may 
be used on common blogging sites, like WordPress or Blogger. Even though 
I’ve little need for using such images, it’s something worth poking around and 
looking out for on seemingly innocent-looking websites featuring pictures of 
cats doing amusing things! there’s more to these than meets the browser 
window! 
 
What Happened to Sita and Savitris? 
The situation of many women in India is shaped by social forces and tradition, 
and here is a good comparison between the virtuous Sita and her own arch-
rival for Lord Rama’s heart, the demoness Surpanakha, and the changes 
wrought in many modern women by India’s independence and the influences 
of history. This paints a grim portrait of modern womankind on the 
subcontinent, but I think a sound one given the authoress’s first-hand 
knowledge and experience. This gives me the impetus to read in full that 
online Mahabharata I’ve bookmarked recently. 
 
Nature @Kolkata in Kartik: 
This one made me want to visit Kolkata during this time of the year, though it 
is unwise for me to do much travelling out of town, let alone out of the 
country, in my current situation. Still, the climate and its attendant weather 
seem to call out to be experienced first-hand, so perhaps some day when I’m 
more independent, having fewer responsibilities at home. Still, it sounds 
lovely! 
 
Before You Pick Up the Stone: 
A useful bit of wisdom for those inclined to judge others when none are 
completely blameless, nor immune to being fooled by the clever and unethical. 
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Mirabai: 
Such an interesting bit of history, of a renowned poetess and deep devotee of 
Lord Krishna, and her mysterious fate, lost to the winds of time. I must look 
for recordings made using her songs by modern artists. 
 
Story Time: 
Here is a collection of interesting short fiction, with Hypocrite Maybe, Wild 
Ones, and Beautiful Pet really standing out. However the first of the last two, 
Surprise, is perfect as a story with an Egyptian theme well-suited for this time 
of year as is the final tale, Halloween Night, a story of a frightful Bhoot 
Chaturdashi encounter! 
 
Kalipuja and Bhaiphota: 
Interesting descriptions of worship and celebration. As a destroyer of evil and 
wrongdoing, Goddess Kali is rightly feared, and NOT to be trifled with by the 
dark-hearted, given the sorts of sacrifice required of her priests! 
 
Kalipuja in traditional way: 
An informative set of excerpts, describing anecdotes and stories of this puja, 
and the Festival of Light occurring at the same time. Such colorful accounts! 
 
Verses: 
This collection of poetry has a good selection of pieces, though the last, In the 
name of, stood out as wonderful social commentary with good prosody in its 
arrangement. Reluctant Moon and I Buy were also excellent reads, and I loved 
Once upon a time. 
 
My Visit to Puja Pandal: 
Some beautiful photos and strong commentary here, worth reading for both! 
 
 
 

Now, for Agnishatdal’s Kartik 1423 issue: 
 
Chittaranjan Das: 
As a remarkable and iconic politician, this man moved in illustrious circles, 
and it is unfortunate that he died when he did. But none of us are promised 
tomorrow, and he did much good in his own time. 
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Kanika Bandopadhyay: 
A wonderful songstress, writer, teacher, and dancer, she must have had quite 
the voice and the moves for the music she performed. I must look for 
recordings of her songs online, which will make interesting listening if I can 
find them! 
 
Luckily: 
This is a good recounting of a classic tale. It reminds me of a recent video 
lecture I took in a couple of days ago on Hindu funerary customs, of the 
burning ghats of Varanasi and the holy status of that city. The humorous 
ending of this story lightens things up a bit, though, and I thoroughly enjoyed 
this. 
 
Fading: 
Strong fantasy imagery of the transition of summer to winter in poetic form. I 
like this one’s excellent prosody, which is something I’m used to seeing in 
Freya’s work. This really gets the brain cells working! 
 
The Ghost in the Wishing Well: 
Dom outdoes himself here. Good rhythm, good rhyme. I’ll need practice, lots of 
it, to do half as well! 
 
Bengali Warrior (Sharmishtha Basu): 
Good piece by Carolyn on one of those few bloggers whose work and energy I 
admire. Truth matters, crucially, and to fight for it worth the effort. I can only 
hope to do half as well! 
 
The Little boy and the tiger: 
A good anecdote from pre-Khmer-Rouge Cambodia, with the tiger being 
particularly touching. I won’t give spoilers here, though. Read it. 
 
With tiny thoughts of you: 
A nice bit of verse. Wendell exceeds expectations in the best way possible with 
this paean to love. 
 
The Thought Hospital: 
A great bit of satire with cool brain-creature aliens! I’d like to welcome Mr. 
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Banerjee to this eZine, and congratulate him on this piece. Well-done sir! I 
enjoyed the cartoons, too. 
 
Leaves fall: 
A good piece by Arjo. When loved ones go off to war, things get tragic fast, and 
here it is in spades. As a war veteran friend I once knew was driven to suicide 
from his inner metaphorical demons despite surviving his term of service, I 
know the feeling well. 
 
Treats of D Month: 
From the birthday shoutout to Dom, to Swati’s illustrated poetic piece on the 
Festival of Lights, this month is full of delightful goodies to read and enjoy! 
 
Creator’s quill: 
Good poetry in its proper script, with evocative translations. These will be fun 
to practice with! 
 
India This Month: Kartik 1423 
Here, I’d like to take the time to welcome Aayush to the eZine for his 
contribution written first in Devanagari, and then in Roman script. I’ll have to 
check out his blog! 
 
The celebrations noted here, five in all, some local, some widespread 
throughout Bengal and India is impressive. I suspect that perhaps I was born 
on the wrong continent to enjoy such cool events as these. Maybe in my next 
life, if there is one…*sigh* 
 
Indus Valley Cities:  
A good recounting of what’s known of Harappan civilization, which was 
apparent quite extensive in contact with other societies. That they were an 
agrarian civilization is not surprising, with a level of urban sophistication 
rivalling those they traded with. It will be interesting to find out what 
happened to them. 
 
That’s it for now! I await the Agrahayan issue! 
 
Troy Loy https://troythulu.net 

Five 
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Here’s the review for Agnijaat Agrahayan 1423! 

 

Agnijaat Agrahayan Review 

 

This issue for the month of Agrahayan opens with... 
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...the Kalipuja Foursome, a quartet of celebrations including: 

 

Dhanteras, or Dhan Trayodashi, in which Lord Kuvera and Goddess Lakshmi, 

the Lord and Goddess of Wealth are honored. Given India's historical past, this 

comes as little surprise, but that's not all! 

 

There's also Bhootchaturdashi, a night in which ghosts both benign and 

malignant wander the Earth to clear the way for Mother Goddess Kali in her 

purging of evil. Also known as Indian Halloween, the similarity with 

Halloween in the West is remarkable, though also strikingly different in its 

significance and means of celebration. I’ll add that the leafy veggies eaten this 

night are probably much more healthful than copious mass-produced bags of 

sweets as done in the West! 

 

The next in line is Kalipuja, the actual worship of Mother Goddess Kali, and 

sometimes, Dipawali as well, though otherwise that happens the next night, 

which celebrates Lord Rama's return to Ayodhya from exile. I was struck by 

the means of celebrating the latter, and I imagine that the display of lights and 

crackers this night must be dazzling! 

 

Then, there is: Razia Sultana 

 

Whose time as Empress of India was, I think cut far too short given her 

evident ability as a ruler. Truly an iconic figure for women's liberation, and a 

remarkable leader. 

 

Myriad ways of hackers: Here is something that will really make you wary! 

I’ve heard that there are only two kinds of computers: those that have been 

hacked, and those that will be.There's good advice here to consider when 

wandering about online! 

 

Gangajamuni Culture: describes the blending of cultures that's bound to 

happen in a region as diverse as India, and certainly there has been a cross-
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pollination of ideas between religions on the subcontinent since the very 

beginning. Here, there is a hopeful note for the same sort of thing in our 

species' not-too-distant future. 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Agrahayan: Mmmm! Now this is something I must look 

for in local Bengali markets here in the States! Here is a yummy description of 

three sweets, Sandesh, Rasogolla, and Moa, seasonal, of course but very 

tempting to try if they can be found at the right time of year!  

 

Sin of father: All too often I hear people invoke this as an excuse for 

scapegoating, victim-blaming, and retributive *ahem* ‘justice' in most 

criminal legal systems, depending on the level of callous disregard for others 

involved. It’s not a stretch here to say that silence conveys assent. 

 

Bhaktivad or Bhakti movement: Fascinating that this development in Indian 

religion, returning first in South India, has become so popular, but 

understandably so! There are many ways to worship, all of them speak to our 

humanity, and they are often shared by religions around the world. I'm 

reminded of the late George Harrison of the Beatles, and his devotion to Lord 

Krishna. 

 

I loved the stories, but Treacherous Sands was particularly notable, and as an 

excerpt from a new novel, I eagerly await adding it to my collection! It sounds 

scary, and worth writing a full review on! 

 

Chhathpuja: this one is a tale of the worship of Lord Surya and Goddess Usha 

by an ancient king seeking a son to inherit his kingdom. It's brief, but there's a 

lot in it for the words in which it is written! 

 

I liked both of the stories from the authoress' collection, Spirits of Darkness 

and Night. The Town of the Doomed stood out as downright dark! 

 

For the verses, Rukminiharan: Kidnapping Rukmini was a nice take on a 
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mythological tale of romance, with some very upset greedy suitors, too! 

 

The image-verses I rather enjoyed, with The Painter being my favorite, as I 

rather loathe 'debates' about religious topics in person, and try to avoid them 

online as well. 

 

 ‘Are we welcome’ stood out as another good one, brief, but very cosmic in 

perspective! 

 

Shots from Kolkata, at the very end, is a wonderful collection of photos, 

showing the authoress’s artistic side (like the verse-images and throughout 

this issue) quite nicely with interesting shifts of focus and use of lighting. 

 

I rather enjoyed this one, and I await its return in the month of Poush! 

 

Love, and deep regards, 

 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

 

The critique for Agnishatdal Agrahayan is done! 

 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: 

What a remarkable man, in seeking freedom for India while opposing the 

subcontinent's partition, an event with tragic consequences in the wars fought 

between the Republic of India and Pakistan then and since. I would very much 

like to read his autobiography! 

 

Keshab Chandra Sen: 

Interesting. A reformer who attempted to syncretize elements of Hinduism 

and Christianity, which from a philosophical standpoint is fascinating, even 

when he fell out of favor with his countrymen for it. He would have made an 

excellent debate partner in this modern era of the Internet. 
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Go Slow:  

Raghunandan relates a folk tale hailing from the Philippines with an 

interesting twist, with the wiser of the two characters seeming at first to be 

the more foolish, whose advice makes perfect sense only at the very end. 

 

Legendary:  

Freya does it again with a poem in her own unique style. I could almost 

visualize the unicorns at play in their groves! 

 

Who am I?  

Zelda waxes introspective here, with a wonderful musing on the enigma of 

personal identity in the face of uncertainty. 

 

Raccoon (General) Reflection:  

This one was cool, a piece on personality, and those attracted to said 

personality. Raccoons are cool, especially when outgoing romantics! 

 

Walk this way home: 

An interesting poem by Dom, which had the effect of conveying deep meaning 

from a few lines of verse. 

 

The Unfaithful Earl: 

A really cool ghost story with a twist. No spoilers here though, other than the 

involvement of silly Americans. 

 

Choices: 

Swati's verse evokes the limits of human knowledge each of us must face with 

the outcome of our decisions. We cannot possibly know everything, and it is a 

truism that the future is the hardest thing to predict. Quite enjoyable. 

Treats of D Month: 

Celestine and Dayna's interviews were, to say the least, quite well-done, as 

were the book reviews for Logan's Time and Spirits of Darkness and Light. 
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The art of Adriana Ochoa Margain evokes the feel of a dream, or of an 

illustration befitting a classic faerie tale or fantasy novel cover. 

 

Creator's Quill: 

Scorpion Man from Sharmishtha's book, 'The bridge of her dreams,' rather 

reads like a faerie tale, and one that showcases well the authoress's prolific 

imagination with the strange creatures and arcane forces of the setting. If only 

Inchelines were real, the world would be a better place! 

Her two poems, Lajja, and Udasin Tapaswi are brief but well-done, and will 

provide opportunities to practicing with the graceful script they are written 

in. 

 

Kartikpuja: It's unfortunate that this month has but one festival, for Lord 

Kartikeya. What I found interesting here were the differences in North and 

South India of his marital status, which bears closer examination of the 

cultures and lore of both regions. 

 

Indus Valley cities: 

More mysteries of the Indus Valley civilization, as to where they went and 

what happened to them. Here are some possible answers to both queries, 

hypotheses worth looking into with further data. 

 

Well, that's it for this month! I await the Poush issue of Agnishatdal with eager 

anticipation! 

 

 

Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

  

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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The Critique of Agnishatdal Poush, 1423: 

By Troy David Loy @ http://troythulu.net 

 
Rani Laxmibai: 
Here was a patriot of India, whose struggle for freedom from British rule 
against overwhelming odds, even in defeat, showed her mettle as a ruler and 
military leader par excellence. 
 
Suchitra Mitra: 
As an iconic singer of poetic works, it would have been lovely to hear her voice 
bring forth the harmonies it undoubtably did. She deserves to be remembered 
by students of music as well as those of history. 
 
Identity: 
Swati offers a good take on what makes us who we are, and the queries we ask 
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of that. 
 
'Who am I?,' is something we all ask, yet not fully answered by even our best 
philosophical enquiry. 
 
The cook is a spy. An African Childhood: 
What happens when living in a nation torn by revolution and suspicion of 
outsiders? Here is an answer to what can happen when the social order is 
turned on its head by violent upheaval. 
 
Stone Ventricles: 
Freya offers a good set of verse, which I must admit touched more than a few 
neuronal clusters in the grey matter with both form and meaning. 
 
Student is the Teacher: 
Dom's piece shows an uncommon understanding of human nature, and its 
place in a student-teacher relation, in which, to take a page from science 
communicator Bill Nye, "Everyone you will ever meet knows something that 
you don't." 
 
Treats of D Month: 
The interviews with both Melinda Kucsera and Loel Sreejib were both 
fascinating, as were the discussions of their books, Curse Breaker and Aqson. 
Miss Basu's review of the latter raised my interest in reading it, not only as a 
work of fantasy, but a fictional reflection of politics. 
 
Creator's Quill: 
Miss Basu's story The Skeleton, a tale of supernatural time-travel and 
skullduggery, and her short verses Ajo Phote and Sone de, completed this 
section, and once more I find myself admiring her ability to play with words 
so well in three languages. 
 
Miss Jain's and Aayush's verse pieces were excellent, takes on different 
aspects of love demanding both delicate wordplay and subtle command of 
imagery therein. 
 
India (and Bengal) This Month: 
Very cool that there are two celebrations this month, both for Christmas and 
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the month's end festival leading into next year! Interesting the way both are 
held, the former very different from Christmas here in the US! 
 
Indus Valley cities: 
Some interesting proposals on what happened to this early society. I too think 
it implausible that it fell to Aryan settlers, as that would require the 
civilizations be close contemporaries which doesn't seem to have been the 
case. I'd add to this the possibility that some of the Indus Valley civilization 
may have relocated to Southern India as the forebears of the Dravidians, 
which could explain in part the differences between Indo- Aryan and 
Dravidian languages and cultures prior to the first contact between them. 
 
I await the Magh 1423 issue with eager anticipation! My thanks to the creator 
and her stellar contributors to this ezine! 
 

The Critique for Agnijaat Poush, 1423 

: By Troy David Loy 

 

Kartikpuja: 

An interesting bit of trickery this, and to hear it said, annoying! Good thing 

that there exist countermeasures for the mischievous-minded who try to pull 

this on someone! 

Vedic Era Women: 

The historical status of women on the Indian subcontinent is a continued 

interest of mine, and here status during the early history of Northern India is 

discussed. History is contingent, and someday perhaps the social pendulum 

will swing the other way, with more status accruing to the feminine gender 

than is usually the case today. 

Hotmail is becoming nightmare: 

It's been a while since I've used hotmail myself, but here the authoress brings 

out recent issues experienced with the service, such as that often is! 

Indian Muslims: 

I'd not known much of the practice of Islam among Indians, save a few details. 

But here are I think good reasons to not paint them in excessively large 

brushstrokes as though a monolithic group. 
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Don't fall in love with a dreamer: 

Hear, hear! In a world where success comes from action taken, reality is 

indeed like a woman spurned...vengeful and ready to strike those who ignore 

or dismiss her! 

Bhaktivad or Bhakti movement: 

Fascinating how religious movements often influence each other, as here in 

the adaptation of Hinduism, and the blending of ideas of Sufi Islam with what 

became Bhakti Hinduism. I'm reminded of the late George Harrison formerly 

of the Beatles and his devotion to Lord Krishna. 

The Child of Woods: 

Very cool story, of a woman desperate for a child who gains the favor of 

faeries for a good turn given a child and mother of their own. 

It's my life!: 

A romance complex from the very beginning, that has a very nice resolution. It 

shows that even the most disheartening events can lead to good things. 

Christmas: 

Prior to this year, I'd not known much of the celebration of Christmas in India, 

save among Christians. As it turns out, I was quite wrong, as non-Christians 

enjoy it as well. 

Another gap in my knowledge filled! 

Verses: 

Here are a few verses seen before and after revision, 'Shattered vine,' 'My 

songbird,' 'Hope,' and 'Unite.' This shows the value of taking a step back and 

looking carefully to make one's writing even better. It's worth considering in 

my own work as well. Valid critique does you a favor! 

Shots from Kolkata Agrahayan: 

Unfortunate that this is going away, but understood as to why. One must make 

do with what one can. There are some good shots here, even given the new 

camera! 

Your humble critic awaits the Magh 1423 issue of Agnijaat! Thanks much to 

the authoress for her works and words, as there is much to inspire! 

 

Seven 
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Troy David Loy 

 

 
 

Troy David Loy is an American student and writer with a love for things 

Indian, creating fractal art, and science. He is owned by two cats, Mr. Eccles 

and Ricky, and is engaged in a program of lifelong learning in an attempt to 

make sense of an increasingly irrational world.  

 

He is the author of Dirge: A Short SF Story available at  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-

ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 

He can be found online @Troythulu on Twitter and on his blog The Call of 

Troythulu at https://troythulu.net  

 

Like it? Check out Troy’s new book in store-  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
http://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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RAGHUNANDAN KUPPUSWAMY 

 

 

A retired IT professional with nothing better to do than 'pen' a few lines now 

and then.  

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu)   

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy is full of wisdom and knowledge. He writes 

amazing stories from Indian history and mythology, though I will smugly say 

that I have read A LOT of stories in these two genres but still most of the 

stories he scoops out are new to me, and reading his works is a privilege! 

Apart from these his sense of humour and corporate knowledge is at par! 

Check out his blog you will only be glad that you found it. 

 

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

https://tskraghu.wordpress.com 

 

 

DOMINIC COLLUCCI 
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My name is Dom Colucci. I am a writer and a poet. I have written three books 

as I am an author as well. 

 

I was inspired by a man named David Robert Ord who is the Director of 

Editors at Namaste Publishing in Vancouver, Canada. He has written to me 

when I sent my first manuscript, The Tree Becomes A Soul that obviously I 

have talent in what I am doing and urged me to self publish this book. It is 

about a journey with poems that I did during my meditation sessions. 

 

My second book I shifted gears into romance and wrote another book called 

The Love of My Life. This book was read by the editors at Lulu Publishing and 

this is what they had to say, "In closing, I found your poems fanciful, sincere, 

and filled with wanderlust. Your line breaks are impeccable as is your timing. 

It’s a fine debut collection. Well done." This book is about a romantic journey 

with the love of one's Soul*. I was inspired by a painting my father did many 

years ago of two dancers under a moonlit night seeking the romantic passion 

of the moon up above. 

 

My third book I remained in the romantic mood and it was a continuation of 

the second book. This books name is Love Continues from within and as well I 

did it in romantic journey format with many poems and love quotes 

comparable to a man I love to read from always, Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi. 

How he talks to the heart and Soul* of those that read into him. This book's 

editor was a woman and this is what she had to say as well, "This book has the 

potential to pull at the heartstrings of the reader." 

 

I am inspired by the love of nature as I have climbed many mountains in the 

past 7 years and listen attentively which captivates me always from within as 

I know it comes from the Soul*. 

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu):  

Dominic Collucci is full of Zen wisdom, unfortunately I can’t grasp it! But I 

have learnt a bit about it from him by constantly pestering. He is an amazing 
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poet, his poems on nature as so vivid that you will feel that you are actually 

there! Apart from that his photographs well… you will be seeing that in the 

magazine, how amazing they are! 

 

A few words about his works from other readers: 

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-

reviews/1257271253 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-

soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-

life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2 

https:// wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

 

Brieuc Martin Onraet 

 

 
 

Brian Martin-Onraet was born of French parents in Pakistan, a few years after 

the Partition. He was later raised in Africa and educated in France and 

America. A marketing consultant by trade, he has taken writing as a hobby. He 

now lives in Mexico with his wife, a researcher, and their cat Miao Zedong. You 

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2
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can visit Brian’s blog at: 

 

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/ 

 

Few Words from Agnishatdal ( aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu): 

Brian is well… what can I say about a person with such amazing talents? He is 

a brilliant writer, an enviable photographer with eye for the very best models! 

You will have to read his blogs to enjoy his way of telling stories- adding 

magical photographs (his collection is downright enviable) to go along. If you 

love photographs and different cultures his blog is your dream destination. 

 

Sharmishtha Basu- 

Adriana Ochoa Margain 

 

 

 
 

 

Sharmishtha Basu is a prolific writer, digital painter, blogger, and current 

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
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resident of Kolkata, West Bengal, India. She has written an astonishing 
number of poems, stories, and commentary on things Indian over the years. 
She authors and moderates an ample no. of blogs. She has produced a wide 
range of images to illustrate her works, and has published at least twenty-six 
book-length collections of her writings and images to date. 
 
  With a fertile imagination and keen understanding of social issues in India 
and thereabouts, her writings encompass such genres as culture, politics, 
fantasy, science fiction, horror, and matters of the heart. She is the creator and 
moderator of the twin eZines, Agnishatdal and Agnijaat, and continues her 
writing and painting unimpeded by those things that would discourage lesser 
creators of words and images. 
 
  She is currently keeps herself busy on hours of writing, reading, and creating 
evocative images. Tirelessly working on writing and painting projects, she 
spends much of her time immersed in music while painting, and it shows in 
the colorful results of her artistry, and writing with the music switched off. 
Her social media mumbo-jumbo for you: 
 
https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu 
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu 
 
Email id she checks almost regularly (say once each month for sure):  
sermistabasu@gmail.com 
 

https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu
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Eight 

 

 
Agnishatdal Parivar 

 

Agnishatdal is blessed with selfless affection of its creative group, these 

selfless authors, artists have shared their wonderful creation for free and no 

matter how much I try to thank them for this gift, it will be nothing! Here they 

are (No order please, just the names as they appeared in mind) :  

 

Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net 

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy  

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

Dominic Collucci  

https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

Brieuc Martin Onraet  

https://troythulu.net/
https://ksriranga.wordpress.com/
https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com/
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https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com 

Sharmishtha Basu 

https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com/
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BOOKS IN SHOPTLY (31.10.18) 

http://Shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 

 

Saraswati 

https://shoptly.com/i/roq 

Seven 

https://shoptly.com/i/ror 

Seventeen 

https://shoptly.com/i/ros 

Trishakti (Three divine powers) 

https://shoptly.com/i/z7v 

AGNIKORAK 

Agnikorak Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkj 

Agnikorak Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkk 

Agnikorak Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkm 

Agnikorak Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkn 

Agnikorak Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vko 

Agnikorak Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkc 

Agnikorak Book 7 

https://shoptly.com/i/vk9 

AGNIMALYA 

Agnimalya Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vma 

Agnimalya Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmb 

Agnimalya Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm3 

http://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/i/roq
https://shoptly.com/i/ror
https://shoptly.com/i/ros
https://shoptly.com/i/z7v
https://shoptly.com/i/vkj
https://shoptly.com/i/vkk
https://shoptly.com/i/vkm
https://shoptly.com/i/vkn
https://shoptly.com/i/vko
https://shoptly.com/i/vkc
https://shoptly.com/i/vk9
https://shoptly.com/i/vma
https://shoptly.com/i/vmb
https://shoptly.com/i/vm3
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Agnimalya Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmt 

Agnimalya Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmu 

Agnimalya Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmv 

agnimalya book 7 an adult love story 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2b 

Agnimalya Book 8 The Tower 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeg 

Agnimalya Book 9 The Soul Devourers 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro2 

SBPnB 

SBPnB Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm2 

SBPnB Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmp 

SBPnB Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmq 

SBPnB Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmr 

SBPnB Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/qei 

AGNIJAAT 

Agnijaat Magh, january 

https://shoptly.com/i/vms 

Agnijaat Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm7 

Agnijaat Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vwz 

Agnijaat Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/24b 

agnijaat jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmt
https://shoptly.com/i/vmu
https://shoptly.com/i/vmv
https://shoptly.com/i/p2b
https://shoptly.com/i/qeg
https://shoptly.com/i/ro2
https://shoptly.com/i/vm2
https://shoptly.com/i/vmp
https://shoptly.com/i/vmq
https://shoptly.com/i/vmr
https://shoptly.com/i/qei
https://shoptly.com/i/vms
https://shoptly.com/i/vm7
https://shoptly.com/i/vwz
https://shoptly.com/i/24b
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https://shoptly.com/i/pv9 

Agnijaat Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmw 

Agnijaat Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvo 

Agnijaat Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qee 

Agnijaat Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rov 

sfulingo  [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro7 

Agnijaat Bhadra 1425, August 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/746 

agnijaat Ashwin 1425, September 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyy 

Agnijaat Book 7 - Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8y 

Agnijaat Kartik 1425, October 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9t 

Agnijaat Agrahayan 1425, November 2018  

https://shoptly.com/i/zc8 

 

AGNISHATDAL 

Agnishatal Magh, January 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmx 

Agnishatdal Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmy 

Agnishatdal Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vw1 

Agnishatdal Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/243 

agnishatdal jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2a 

https://shoptly.com/i/pv9
https://shoptly.com/i/vmw
https://shoptly.com/i/pvo
https://shoptly.com/i/qee
https://shoptly.com/i/rov
https://shoptly.com/i/ro7
https://shoptly.com/i/746
https://shoptly.com/i/xyy
https://shoptly.com/i/y8y
https://shoptly.com/i/x9t
https://shoptly.com/i/zc8
https://shoptly.com/i/vmx
https://shoptly.com/i/vmy
https://shoptly.com/i/vw1
https://shoptly.com/i/243
https://shoptly.com/i/p2a
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Agnishatdal Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmz 

Agnishatdal BOOK 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvc 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeh 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rop 

agnidal [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/rou 

agnishatdal bhadra 1425, august 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/74d 

agnishatdal ashwin 1425, september 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyz 

Agnishatdal Book 7- Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8z 

Agnishatdal Kartik, November 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9u 

Agnishatdal November 2018, Agrahayan 1425  

https://shoptly.com/i/zc4 
 

If you can’t buy via shoptly for one reason or other you can buy my creations 

(any one listed in shoptly, patreon) directly from me, via my paypal account. 

But, after you make the payment DON’T FORGET TO SEND ME THE LIST OF 

THE BOOK(S) YOU WANT AND YOUR EMAIL ID. 

My email id for that list is: sermistabasu@gmail.com 

 

But somehow I have a feeling that you can add a comment with your paypal 

payment, if you can PLEASE ADD YOUR EMAIL ID AND BOOKLIST THERE, 

THAT WAY I WILL GET THEM INSTANTLY. 

  

https://shoptly.com/i/vmz
https://shoptly.com/i/pvc
https://shoptly.com/i/qeh
https://shoptly.com/i/rop
https://shoptly.com/i/rou
https://shoptly.com/i/74d
https://shoptly.com/i/xyz
https://shoptly.com/i/y8z
https://shoptly.com/i/x9u
https://shoptly.com/i/zc4
mailto:sermistabasu@gmail.com
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BOOKS REPUBLISHED IN AMAZON IN 2018 

February 2018 

The Lotus of Fire 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e 

A bouquet of wild flowers 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW 

April 2018 

Moments from the Journey [Prices: KDP: $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE 

Butterflies from life's garden [Prices: KDP:  $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2 

May 2018 

Waves that became songs 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6 

Melodies from moonlit nights [Kin $1.07] 

https://www.createspace.com/5441113 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O 

June 2018 

Black Mist And Other Stories [Kin $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe 

Tell Me A Story [Kin $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a 

When The Clouds Dance [Kin $1.01] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jko 

Of Dreams And Reality [Kin: $1.01] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jdvh4 

July 2018 

Sfulingo [PRICE: $1.07] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fdhbprr 

Agnidal [PRICE: $1.07] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fddddhf 

October 2018 Createspace has merged with Kindle. 

Myriad colours of earth [Kindle 1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE
http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6
https://www.createspace.com/5441113
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jko
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jdvh4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fdhbprr
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07fddddhf
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6 

Wildflowers in bed of rocks [Kindle $1.07]  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe 

The child of woods [ Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66 

spirits of darkness and light [Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY 

December2018 

The heart beats on 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e 

The bridge of her dreams 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6 

The prisoner of sand castle 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG 

crystal eyes 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O 

 

Crème de la crème my first traditionally published book 

 

https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-

2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/ 

 

https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-

harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2 

 
Two stories in one jacket-one about a very beautiful, perfect world, Harmony 
a world where your dreams may come true too, if you think outside the box! A 
journey into a beautiful planet where magical creatures still roam. A wanderer 
travelling in space finds love and home. The other story is a reminder of how 
wicked often hide behind mask of innocence. A story of two brave kids and a 
wicked witch. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
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That was it! 

 

 

 


